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Becoming	  the	  Whole	  Community	  of	  Christ:	  	  Acts	  2:41-‐49	  
 
We use the word “community” fairly loosely in our culture.  There are “communities” for just about 
every interest group, gender or sexual group, faith groups, service groups, age groups.  Almost any 
gathering of people who share something in common, whether they are groups according to interest, 
age, or geography, all can be called “community”.   
 
In the past, our culture experienced a profound loss of community.  As the West became more and 
more affluent, people became more and more insular, keeping company with themselves in their 
private backyards with their tall fences and private pools. We like our private spaces.  We feel entitled 
to our private spaces.   
 
But there have always been pockets of people who have continued to affirm our basic human need to 
experience meaningful relationships with other people.  The 1960s and 70s are evidence of the hunger 
that people have for human connections.  Unfortunately, the affluence of the 80s and 90s undid much 
of the community building that had happened in the 60s and 70s.  However, postmodern generations 
are realizing that they long to belong to something greater than themselves.  Thus, the pull toward 
“authentic” community has increased significantly.   
 
In our contemporary world, there are various community “movements”.  Over the last several years, a 
movement called the “tiny house movement” has begun to pick up momentum.  The people associated 
with the movement share a common concern for the environment and reducing their personal 
ecological footprint, as well as trying to live a simple lifestyle based in function and necessity rather 
than in luxury and excess.  Tiny homes are normally less than 500 square feet in size and can 
accommodate families with children as well as individuals. 
 
In addition to the tiny house movement, the formation of intentional neighbourhood communities has 
been on the rise.  People who are interested in this movement are concerned about developing 
neighourhoods where people share some material things in common, have a common space to eat, play, 
and have leisure time together, are concerned for one another’s welfare, and are intentional about 
building meaningful relationships.   
 
Community has always been an important part of the existence of the church around the world.  
Whether in the form of a monastic community, an intentional church plant in an inner city area, or a 
gathering of people on a Sunday morning, Christians have always been brought together as the body of 
Christ, by the Spirit of Christ.   
 
Unfortunately, many of our Christian communities, in churches, mission agencies, or other 
organizations, have forgotten what meaningful, transformative, and redemptive Christian community 
looks like.  We still gather together in the name of Christ.  We still celebrate communion together. We 
still engage in service together.  But our spiritual connection to each other hasn’t been nourished in a 
way that can sustain the healthy and whole body of Christ. 
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So, what is our community supposed to look like? What does it mean for a Christian community to be 
“authentic”?  What does it mean for the church to be a true community rather than a mere gathering of 
people?   
 
The first place that we can go to discover what a truly Christian community looks like – one that truly 
reflects the loving and self-giving relationship between Father and Son – is to the Acts of the Apostles.  
The book of Acts describes how the early Christians and apostles lived, how they worked, how they did 
church, how they did mission, and how they understood what it meant to be whole as the body of 
Christ.  There are passages that describe how the early Christians delegated resources, how they dealt 
with conflict and discipline, and how they experienced the ongoing work of God, through the Holy 
Spirit, in their midst.  In some instances they lived in tightly knit communities and shared all of their 
resources.  In other instances, they maintained their own homes, but shared their resources to ensure 
that the poor were looked after. 
 
The passage that we read this morning describes a community of faith that operated within the power 
of God’s Spirit and manifested the virtues of justice, worship, and mutuality.  The manifestation of 
these things was the sign that God’s Spirit was still at work among them, and that they were united in 
purpose and identity.  As a result of their common convictions, they lived in a way that displayed 
God’s reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ. 
 
Within the early church, one of the most important factors that contributed to the growth of the church 
was the fact that the early Christians understood their communities of faith as extensions of Jesus’ 
ministry to bring salvation to the world.  As they lived together, prayed with one another, shared with 
one another, preached the gospel to one another and to those in the wider community, they were 
actually manifesting the ongoing work of Jesus through the power of the Spirit. Everything they did 
was rooted in the fact that they believed the community of Christ existed for the sole purpose of 
continuing the work of Jesus through the power of His Spirit.  The community of faith never existed 
for its own sake, but to be the means by which God extended his salvation to others.   
 
Well, that’s the early Church.  And we don’t live in that world anymore.  Our culture is different.  Our 
values are different.  And our worldview is different.  And because of these vast differences, it would 
be easy for us to dismiss the qualities of those early Christian communities simply as unrealistic, pie in 
the sky experiences of God’s grace and ministry. In some ways, while the expressions of the early 
Christian community may seem attractive on an abstract level, the idea of actually forming a similar 
community of our own repels most of us.  We like the benefits of forming authentic relationships, 
meaningful community, and looking after the poor, but we often resist the demands such a community 
makes on us.   
 
But what kind of community are we actually called to be? We certainly don’t look like one of those 
early Christian communities.  We certainly don’t look like any modern day intentional community.  
But even though we don’t look like one of those ancient faith communities, we are called to the same 
purpose (to bear Christ to the world), and we do share a number of essential things in common.  When 
the early Christians gathered as a community there were several elements that set them apart as 
distinctly Christian communities – rather than other types of gatherings or groupings.  These same 
elements form the basis for this community of faith – in fact, for any community that calls itself 
Christian, or church. 
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First, communities of faith that are distinctly Christian are committed to the teaching and preaching of 
the gospel.  Together they study scripture, listen to the Word preached, and together they affirm the 
Good News that Jesus came to reconcile all people to God.  Teaching and preaching are essential to the 
growth of the body of Christ.   
 
The second element essential to the church community is fellowship.  We gather together and establish 
real and meaningful relationships.  We can only have fellowship with one another when we take a 
genuine interest in one another, care for one another, and are open with one another.  As we build on 
our relationships with one another, we encourage one another toward deeper and greater discipleship.  
It is only in relationship with one another and with our Lord that we can truly become His disciples.  
This can be pretty scary for many modern mainline Christians, because it means that we have to enter 
into real relationships rather than superficial ones.  It means we have to give up some of our privacy. 
 
Third, the community of faith eats together.  We are really good at that!  In many passages throughout 
scripture, we hear that the believers gathered and “broke bread’ together.  In some cases this meant 
celebrating the Lord’s Supper together, and in other instances, it simply meant sharing a meal together.  
I think we’ve got this one down fairly well! 
 
Finally, those who gather together in Christ’s name are committed to and dedicated to prayer.  We 
affirm that the Spirit of God is living and active among us, we listen to the Spirit and intercede for one 
another in prayer.  This is essential to forming us as distinctly Christ’s people.   
 
Teaching and preaching, fellowship, eating together, and prayer.  These have been the common and 
foundational practices of the Christian community for ages, and they are still foundational for the 
church today. In fact, when the church gathers and commits themselves to these things, we can expect 
similar things to happen as what happened to the early Christians.  Their communities grew incredibly.  
People were healed in mind, body, and spirit.  The marginalized found belonging.  And others on the 
outside looked to the community and said, “I want to be a part of that!” 
 
One of the biggest dangers to the church when it thinks about developing and strengthening its 
community is to think that it exists for its own sake and its own fulfillment. But no Christian 
community exists for its own sake.  It exists to embody the communion of love that is shared between 
the Father and the Son through the Holy Spirit.  It exists as an extension of the ministry of Jesus Christ.  
This is the one fundamental thing that sets church communities apart from all other types of 
community.  This is what makes us Christ’s body.  As we ordain these elders today, let’s think about 
what kind of community we want to be.  Let’s pray for these individuals, that they would lead us 
deeper and deeper into participating in the ongoing ministry of Jesus in our midst.   Let us commit 
ourselves together to the teaching and preaching of the Word, to gathering together in the name of 
Christ, to eating together, and to prayer so that we can continue to grow into the community of people 
that God calls us to be.   
 
 


