
 

  
Worship Service - February 19, 2017 Scout Sunday 

 
 

God’s Story in a Nutshell (What are we doing here…?)  
Welcome to our worship service this morning.  We extend a special welcome to the scouts and their families.  Everything 
you need to know about today’s service will be printed here or on the screens.  We hope you experience God’s blessing in 
your lives this morning! 
Gathered and Greeted by God 
In the Presbyterian tradition, we follow a four-fold pattern of worship.   In this first section of the worship service, God 
welcomes us in love and gathers us together in community for fellowship with one  another and with him.  God welcomes us just as we are and invites us to worship him by giving him 
thanks and praise.  
Prelude:  Butterfly/Sadie’s Song featuring Arlen Wiebe, fiddle 
This opening piece of music is a transition piece designed to help us make the shift from the busyness of our lives and enter into a space of reflection, thanksgiving, and openness to 
hearing from God and being transformed by him.  
Called to Worship: 
Minister:  God calls us to worship him with songs of praise, prayers of thanksgiving, and hearts open to meet him here.  
People:  We come together to know the presence and 
saving work of God in our world and in our lives.  
Minister:  Come, let us worship the Lord!  
Opening Hymn:  Come all you people (see screens) 
(found in LUYH # 496).  

Opening Prayer of Adoration and Confession: 
In this prayer, we respond to God’s holiness and creative 
power, recognizing God’s majesty, God’s goodness, God’s saving grace, and God’s covenant with us.  We give God the 
honour that God deserves.  
We also recognize that in our humanity, we often fall short of the kinds of people God wants us to be, and our world is often 
not the kind of world God intended.    
Assurance of Pardon 
Even though we know we fall short of God’s intentions for us, we pray with confidence, knowing with confidence that we are forgiven and accepted by God, because of the saving work of 
Jesus Christ.  
Passing the Peace of Christ 
The early Christians greeted one another with a sign of peace (a kiss, handshake, hug), recognizing that Christ greeted his own disciples with his peace, and instilled it in their hearts as 
they had fellowship together in his name.  We enter into that same fellowship as we recognize the presence and peace of 
Jesus Christ in others. 
Hearing the Word of God 
Children’s time (song and prayer):  In our church, we want 
children to be included in our fellowship in a special way.  This 
is a time to sing a special song and have a short time of teaching and prayer before children go to their own worship and teaching at Sunday School.  
Children’s Song:  All God’s Critters (see screens)  
Scripture Reading:  Christians believe that the Bible is the 
primary source of how God reveals himself to us in the Old Testament stories, law, and the prophets, and ultimately in the person of Jesus Christ.  We believe that even though the 
scriptures are ancient, God’s Holy Spirit still speaks through them today. The Bible is trustworthy and sufficient for all of our 
faith and lives.  We ask God’s Spirit to ‘illuminate’ the 



 

scriptures, so that we will understand them and be changed by them today.  1st Reading:  Ephesians 1:4-12; 20-23 (Scouts)  
Sung Psalm # 121 
The Psalms are the ‘prayerbook’ of the whole bible.  They were written as poems and songs to express the full spectrum of 
human experiences before God: grief, joy, suffering, victory, pleading, praise and thanksgiving.  Jesus prayed the Psalms. 
 We also pray the Psalms and find that our lives are connected with the Psalms in ways we might not expect.  
2nd Reading:  Ephesians 2: 4-10; 19-22  (scouts)  
Anthem: Climbin’ Up the Mountain 
 Traditional Spiritual, arr. By Tom Fettke 
Choir music in worship services is a tradition dating back to the 1500s.  It was originally meant to replace the antiphonal singing (or responsive chanting) of the Catholic Church after the 
English Reformation.  Often anthems elaborate musically on a theme from scripture or from the liturgy. The anthem presents 
an opportunity for the Word of God and our response to it to be heard through music.     
Sermon:  Loved by God: the Story in a Nutshell 
The sermon is the explanation and interpretation of scripture and its application to our lives today.  The sermon attempts to 
preach the Good News of how God has rescued us from a life of futility, death, and decay, and has invited us instead to share 
in his life of love, self-giving service, and healing,which is  made known to us in Jesus Christ.   The sermon also attempts to teach the church what it means to be followers of Jesus in 
the world that we live in today.    
Responding to the Word of God 
Having heard the word of God (and having been encountered 
by the Living Word, Jesus Christ), we make our response to God. We sing a prayer of understanding, we offer up our prayers of thanksgiving and for help, and we acknowledge that 

we are called to respond by giving all of ourselves back to God in faithful obedience.   
Hymn of Response:  We are God’s People # 472  
Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer 
(please put Lord’s prayer on screens)  
Offering: 
One of the ways we respond to God’s love and grace, freely 
given in our lives, is to offer ourselves and everything we have back to him with gratitude.  We give ourselves, our time, our 
resources, and our gifts to support the ministry that Jesus continues to do through his people all over the world.  This time in the service is also a time of invitation: God invites us to 
dedicate our lives to him in faithful obedience, newly committed to following the way of Jesus wherever we are.  
Dedication of Offering: (see screens) 
Sent out into the world to Love and Serve the 
Lord 
Worship doesn’t end when we leave a worship service.  We are reminded that worship continues through obedient and faithful 
living.  We go out as the children of God, equipped and encouraged to love and serve the Lord in all that we do.    
Hymn of Dismissal:  Lord, dismiss us with your blessing # 468  
Benediction: Just as we begin with God’s gracious invitation to 
worship, we end with God’s promise to be with us always. 
 ‘Benediction’ is from the Latin, to ‘speak a good word’ - these words are intended to bring blessing to all who hear them.    

St. Andrew’s: a vibrant community of  faithful, thoughtful and loving disciples  of Jesus Christ. 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church.  Established 1925 
Minister: Rev. Dana Benson, B.A., M.A. (Theological Studies), M. Div. 



 

Creative Worship Co-Ordinator (9 am): Erika Mills  
Sanctuary Music Director: Matthew Allard, B.F.A., B.Ed.,  

MSt (Oxon) 
Congregational Visiting Nurse: Bev Wilkins, WIP, R.N., N.D. 
Church Phone Number (519) 376-7886  
Church E-mail: general@standrewsowensound.org  
865 2nd Ave. West, Owen Sound, ON  N4K 4M6 
Church Office Hours: Mon. to Fri. 9-12 & Tues. to Thurs. 1-4  
Website: www.standrewsowensound.org   ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Week of February 19th at St. Andrew’s 
 Calendar of Church Events: Mon.  Office Closed Tues. 8:45 a.m. Sandwich Makers  6:30 p.m. Beavers  7:00 p.m. Session Wed. 9:00 a.m. Quilters  1:15 p.m. Bible Study  6:30 p.m. Scouts  Thurs. 6:45 p.m. Choir Rehearsal  Fri. 12:00 p.m. Fourth Friday Seniors.      See note. Sun.  9:00 a.m.  Contemporary Worship songs, message, coffee  10:30 a.m. Sanctuary Worship   Prayer Requests: For extra support during difficult times.  If you have prayer requests you may phone these people who are on the prayer chain: Pat Edwards 376-0451, Sandra Barker 371-7552, Dee Renaud 519-422-2616 or email her at dee.renaud@standrewsowensound.org or the church office 376-7886.  This group of people will pray for you or someone you know.  We pray for the clergy and congregations of our local Ministerial Association, especially this week, St. Mary of the Assumption Roman Catholic Church with Fr. W.Kuzma and Fr. Emmanuel Ogboli.  Fourth Friday Seniors will meet on Friday February 24th at 12 noon.  Cost for lunch is $10.  Guest speaker is Al Gibb, taking you on a trip to Venice, Italy. 

 Pancake Supper – Tues. February 28th, 5:30 p.m. Menu: pancakes & syrup, fruit salad, cookies, tea, coffee.  Cost: by donation Where: St. Andrew’s C.E. Hall (gym) Bring: your friends.   Dishes will be provided! Please sign the list on the church office counter to volunteer. Annual Meeting: Sun. March 5th 9:15 a.m. Financial Question & Answer Time 10:30 a.m. Worship Service 11:30 a.m. Lunch, provided by Hostess Groups 12:00 p.m. Annual Meeting Annual Reports are available in the Vestibule and hallways.  Please come.   Lent Resource: Pick up a copy of a Lent Devotional on the church office counter.  This devotional offers daily scripture readings, along with prayers and reflections from the graduates, faculty and friends of The Presbyterian College.   Thurs. March 16th is Adventure Day.  
You are One in a Minion!  Sign your 
child up for a fun day during March Break.  Ask a friend’s child to come and sign them up also.   They’ll love it! A fun day with kids.  No planning necessary.  Please contact Laurie James  371-0063 or lauriejames@bmts.com  to volunteer.  World Day of Prayer: Fri. March 3rd at 2 p.m. at the Salvation Army Church, 365 14th St. West.  The focus country is the Philippines and you are invited to join in prayer and reflection.  There will be a guest speaker, inspiring readings and special music.  Refreshments will be served.  Pantry: peanut butter,  tinned meat, tinned fruit Sandwich Makers: canned meat, bread OSHaRE & Food Bank: canned 



 

fruit  
 World Day of Social Justice: The Presbyterian World Service & Development responds to situations where poverty and gender power imbalances prevent women who are victims of sexual violence from seeking treatment and the assistance to combat this widespread injustice.  PWS&D works for social justice by promoting the rights of vulnerable groups and removing barriers that prevent individuals from meeting basic needs.  After being raped at home, a young woman in Haiti received medical care, emotional support and counsel through PWS&D’s program.  


