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Empowered	  for	  Ministry:	  	  The	  Work	  of	  the	  Spirit:	  	  Acts	  2:1-‐21;	  1	  
Corinthians	  12:3b-‐13	  
 
Have you ever been asked to do something that you had no idea how to do?  Or to get up and get going 
when you were simply physically incapable of getting out of bed, or you lacked the energy to make it 
down the hallway?  Or to read something in another language and not have clue as to what it means 
because you don’t speak that language? I remember when I was first learning Hebrew and was asked to 
translate a passage from the Old Testament.  The task requires a special knowledge which I didn’t have 
at the time – I didn’t know the alphabet, I didn’t know what it was supposed to sound like, and I had no 
idea which end of the text to start from.  I simply lacked the ability, the knowledge, and the power to 
complete such a task.  I could have made it up, but that probably wouldn’t have gotten me very far and 
could have resulted in some very bad translation.  It doesn’t do much good to ask someone to do 
something when they are not equipped, have no knowledge of the thing, or lack the energy or power 
required.   
 
I imagine that Jesus’ disciples may have felt a little bit the same.  Jesus had asked them to continue his 
ministry of healing and preaching the Good News of the Kingdom of God.  Jesus had commissioned 
them to go and make disciples of all nations.  Jesus had given them a pretty big job, which they had no 
ability or power to do on their own.  Even though Jesus had promised them that he would send the 
Holy Spirit to empower them to do the job he had asked of them, in the meantime, they were in the 
dark, asking themselves how the heck they were supposed to be obedient when they had no idea how to 
begin.  
 
And then the promised Holy Spirit was poured out on them.  Then they knew what they were supposed 
to do – they were supposed to repent, be baptized, preach the good news and continue Jesus’ ministry 
of healing and restoring. And with the power of the Holy Spirit, they knew they could do this ministry 
because it was under the Spirit’s power that they worked, not under their own. 
 
Today is Pentecost Sunday. It’s the Sunday that we celebrate the pouring out of the Holy Spirit upon 
the church, and the Spirit’s empowering of the church to enable it to fulfill the ongoing mission and 
ministry of Jesus.  For many in mainline traditions, the Holy Spirit can be a bit of a mystery.  In other 
traditions, the work of the Holy Spirit is easily recognized. Most of us are fairly good at talking about 
Jesus and God, but when it comes to the Holy Spirit we flounder a bit.  And we get a little afraid.  After 
all, we don’t want to be like those charismatics or Pentecostals out there who flail their arms about and 
lose control and prophecy and have strange visions.  We are far more comfortable sitting in our pews 
like statues doing the predictable thing we have always done.  Unfortunately, our discomfort with the 
Holy Spirit means that we miss out on an awful lot of Jesus’ ministry.  Not only do we miss out on 
Jesus’ ministry, but we also miss out on being the church, on engaging in meaningful service to God’s 
people, and on being a part of the Kingdom that God is establishing on earth.  Without the Holy Spirit, 
there is no church.  Without the Holy Spirit empowering the church to engage in ministry, we are just 
another social club doing good works.  But the Holy Spirit transforms a group of ordinary believers 
into the church.  With the Holy Spirit, we are formed into Christ’s actual body to do Christ’s actual 
work – work of healing (real healing) and telling people about God’s love for us in and through Jesus.  
The church is God’s church. And because it is God’s church, it needs God’s Spirit to enable it, 
empower it, equip it, to do God’s work. 
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So, let’s think a little about how the Spirit empowers the church for ministry and service. 
 
Some people have suggested that the Acts of the Apostles would be better called the Acts of the Holy 
Spirit.  Acts tells us what the Spirit did to empower the disciples to engage in the ministry they were 
called to.  The Spirit enabled them to honour diversity within the unity of the one Body of Christ.  The 
Spirit gave them power to heal the sick, cast out demons, and restore the disenfranchised.  The Spirit 
gave them knowledge and wisdom about how they should live together and serve one another and their 
community. The Spirit revealed the inner life of God – a life of ongoing love and fellowship between 
Father and Son.  The Spirit gave the apostles the words they needed to preach the Good News to the 
pagan nations.  It was the Spirit that enabled the disciples to travel throughout the region, and even 
further, doing what Jesus did.   And the Spirit did this first by binding them together as one body, and 
then sending that body out into the world to bear witness to the ongoing work of Jesus in the world.  
Without the Spirit, the believers would have been powerless to do or say anything about God, even 
though through faith they had become children of God. 
 
But unlike those early churches, or other charismatic traditions, we tend not to put much stock in the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  We don’t spend a lot of time thinking about the effects that the Spirit 
has on the church.  But what if we did?  What if we took the power of God seriously?  What if we took 
more seriously the power of God to heal, to stop wars, to free the oppressed, to change the hearts of 
those bent on destruction and hatred, and to give hope in the most horrible situations?  What if we took 
our role, as Christ’s body, empowered by Christ’s Spirit, to do Christ’s ministry more seriously?  What 
if more of us were possessed by the Spirit?  Can you imagine what the world would look like?  Can 
you imagine what our communities would look like?  Can you imagine what we would look like?  We 
would certainly spend a lot more time praying and interceding. We would spend a lot more time in 
worship.  We would spend a lot more time telling others about the Good News of the Resurrection.  We 
would be more willing to go where the Spirit goes – out into the world.  If we took the empowerment 
of the Holy Spirit a little more seriously, we might actually see the Kingdom of God/Heaven breaking 
into our midst.   
 
What happened at Pentecost was a world-changing event – just like the Incarnation and Resurrection 
and Ascension were.  In fact, without Pentecost, the Incarnation, Resurrection, and Ascension are all 
great events, but they would leave believers wondering what they were supposed to be doing now.  
Pentecost changed the community of believers that had gathered into something they weren’t before.  
So too, in our own communities, the Spirit changes a group of believers into the body of Christ on 
earth. 
 
And here is the point.  You will remember from previous sermons that whenever the disciples did 
anything, whenever Jesus himself did anything, whenever God did anything he did it for his sake and 
the sake of the salvation of the world – not for the disciples’ sake, not for the Israelites sake, and 
certainly not for the church’s sake.  I think that one of the reasons why the mainline churches are in 
such drastic decline is because they have forgotten why they exist.  They think they exist for their own 
sake, for their own survival, for their own building up.  And everything they do is geared toward this 
goal.  But that’s not why God does anything at all.  The promise of God’s presence and work is for the 
purpose of sending witnesses of God’s love and resurrection out into the world.  The Holy Spirit fills 
the church for the service, ministry, and salvation of the world – not its own. 
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The true church is the church that remembers who its head is, and is animated, enlivened, empowered 
by the Spirit of its Head to continue His work.  Christians are those who follow Jesus in the power of 
his Spirit – in ministry, love, service, reconciliation, and witness to the Kingdom.  The church doesn’t 
get to exist just because it has a nice building and a bunch of people who show up on Sunday morning. 
The church is called to something much bigger and much better than that! 
 
Now, if you have been paying attention, you will know that we are supposed to be talking about the 
“Loving Service” aspect of our mission to become whole in Jesus Christ.  Loving service in the context 
of the church isn’t the same thing as doing good works as any other member of a social organization 
would do.  In the context of the church, loving service is only possible through the work of the Spirit.  
This is because it isn’t with our own love that we love the world, and it isn’t with our own hands that 
we serve the world.  It is with God’s love that we love and with Christ’s hands and feet that we serve.  
This is what makes serving our community an act of Christ’s ministry – loving, self-giving service. 
 
I would like to leave you with a couple of things to think about.  First, where is the Holy Spirit present 
in our lives together? Presbyterians are great doers.  We all know that. And you folks here at St. 
Andrew’s are particularly great doers.  You are a people who love to help others, who love to be given 
a meaningful job to do, and who do it with dedication.  And you serve this community in ways that 
really make a difference in people’s lives.  In what ways are our own attempts at doing good work 
transformed into loving service and ministry by the power of the Holy Spirit – into ministry that bears 
witness to God’s love and work in the world? 
 
And second, how might we be different if the Spirit was poured out upon us in a more powerful way?  
How might we, and our work as the body of Christ, change if we were even more empowered by the 
Spirit?  I realize thinking about this might make some of you uncomfortable.  This is probably because 
we can’t control the Spirit, put it in a box, or predict what it will do next.  The Spirit blows where it 
will and in its own ways.  And we don’t like to be out of control.  But friends, power from the Holy 
Spirit is what makes us the church.  The power and empowerment of the Spirit is what binds us 
together as Christ’s witnesses on earth.   
 
I think it’s important for us to understand that Jesus didn’t leave his disciples with a manual of 
techniques and skills to do ministry with. He left them with the experience and example of his own life, 
and the promised empowerment of the Holy Spirit.  If we are to follow in their footsteps as disciples of 
Jesus, we need to spend time with him, and spend time with his Spirit. 
 
So, let’s get to know Jesus a bit better, and let’s welcome his Spirit with open arms.  Christ poured out 
his Spirit on the church – poured out – not just let a little drip down.  Let us be filled and when we are, 
the whole world will know it – and they too will believe that Jesus is Lord, and the Kingdom of God 
will be even more present among us. 
 
 


