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Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same 
Spirit, and there are varieties of services, 

but the same Lord; and there are varieties of 
activities, but it is the same God who acti-
vates all of them in everyone.  To each is 

given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good. 

1 Corinthians 12:4-7 

 
Nobody likes to toot their own horn.  No-
body wants to be seen as arrogant or a brag-
gart.  No one wants other people to think 
they are a snob or have an inflated ego or are 
too big for their britches.  For the most part, 
when you ask someone what their strengths 
are, what they are gifted in, what they love 
to do and do well, the response might be a 
mumbling, self-deprecating reply.  If you 
compliment someone on their ability to en-
courage, lead, teach, create art, connect with 
children or youth, or care for a loved one, 
most people will deflect the compliment, 
minimizing their own contribution to what-
ever you were complimenting them on.  We 
have a strange love/hate relationship with 
our gifts.  On the one hand, we want to rec-
ognize and celebrate them in others.  On the 
other hand, being “gifted” or good at some-
thing of our own often makes us uncomfort-
able.  Sometimes our discomfort is because 

we don’t want to seem proud or presumptu-
ous.  Other times our discomfort is because 
we really don’t believe we are gifted in any 
particular area. 
 

But the world would be a very, very dull 
place if people didn’t have gifts. What 
would the world look like without art, mu-
sic, teachers, doctors, people who can do 
complicated theoretical math and physics?  
What would the world look like if no one 
naturally connected with children or youth 
or seniors? What would the world look like 
if there weren’t people who found joy in 
serving others or caring for others?  The 
world would be very bland indeed, people 

February2015 

World Day of Prayer 
The World Day of Prayer Service is being held at St. Andrew's Presby-
terian Church, Owen Sound on Friday March 6, 2015 at 2 PM. The ser-
vice has been written by The Women of the Bahamas. It is always a 
moving service with people from many of the Owen Sound churches in 
attendance. It is an international service used by churches around the 
world. Come and experience it for yourself. 



 

 

Minister’s Message (Cont’d) 
 
would suffer needlessly, governments and economic sys-
tems would collapse, structures would fall apart, and peo-
ple would be perpetually lost and afraid and alone. 
 
The apostle Paul tells us that God has given everyone gifts 
(without qualification and without restriction) for the com-
mon good (1 Cor 12:7).  God gives the gifts of wisdom, 
knowledge, communication, care, service, discernment, 
hospitality, creativity, talents, organization, possessions, 
money, opportunities, craftsmanship, beauty-making, 
prayer, relationships – the list goes on and on and on.  And 
the gifts that we are given are to be used for extending the 
hands and feet and mind and heart of Jesus in the world. 
 

Here at St. Andrew’s, we are moving into a model of min-
istry that is rooted in the giftedness of every member of this 
faith community.  As we get better and better at this, we 
will become more aware of our own individual gifts, and 
more and more committed to using those gifts in service of 
God’s kingdom. 
 
Over the next months there will be opportunities to explore 
how our Lord, by the power of His Spirit, is “activating” 
the talents and passions of this faith community, for the 
benefit of this church, and for the good of the kingdom of 
God.  The first opportunity for that is right here, and it 
starts with each one of us. God created each one of us in 
love for his good purposes, and God puts passions and in-
terests and ability into our lives, by the power of His Spirit 
at work among us. Think about what you love to do, what 
you love to make, who you love to spend time with, how 
you love to create, where the deepest passions of your life 
are. Make a list.  And then ask yourself whether those God-
given passions and interests could be used for God’s glory 
in the church.  Make another list.  You might be surprised! 
 
When it comes to being a faithful and participating member 
of a faith community, we have only two choices. We can be 
consumers of church or we can be the church.  We can 
choose to consume the gifts of others, by limiting our  

 
 
vision to an understanding of the church as primarily a 
place to fulfill my own needs or the needs of my family. 
We consume the gifts of others when we expect the church 
to run programs to meet our own individual needs, without 
being willing to give our gifts to the church for the benefit 
of all.  Or, as Paul encourages us, we can choose to partici-
pate in the life-giving Life of the church by offering our-
selves to Christ’s service, thus contributing to the common 
good of the church. This second option will lead to whole-
ness within our faith community, meaningful ministry for 
all, and a spirit of joy and belonging that is the fruit of 
God’s activity among us. 
 
Every day, I see more and more evidence of the outpouring 
of God’s grace and gifts on this community:  a phone call 
from someone who wants to offer the gift of fellowship, 
understanding, and wisdom to our young people through 
youth ministry; an email from someone who wants to use 
their gifts of music to create a place of belonging, creativ-
ity, and Christian fellowship for young and old(er) alike;  
meeting someone with a passion for organization that leads 
to the clarified and improved implementation of a particu-
lar service offered; a conversation with someone who loves 
to pray for those in deep need.   What a wonderful testi-
mony of how God is “activating” his gifts in this commu-
nity!  God is at work in this place in a powerful way! 
 
God extends this invitation to participate in his work here 
to each one of us.  It is an invitation to honour the way He 
has created us, and to honour the talents, abilities, and pas-
sions with which He has blessed each one of us. As we ex-
plore our individual and collective giftedness together, we 
will grow more and more into the fullness of Christ, who 
calls us His body, equips us for His purposes, and empow-
ers us with His Spirit.  It’s an invitation to a great event!  
Please. R.S.V.P.! 
 
In Christ’s Service, 
Rev. Dana Benson 

 

Church Finances 

Please look for the Financial Update for 2014 in your Annual Report.  You should receive an 
Annual Report with your Fire From the Bush. 



 

 

                            Upcoming Worship Services 
 

Our Sunday morning worship services will follow the Revised Common Lectionary until Easter.  
The Lectionary provides a 3-year cycle of readings to guide worship.  Over the course of 3 years, the 

lectionary readings are designed to move through most of the Bible. It is used by many different  
denominations around the world.  If you would like to read ahead, go to:   

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu  for the lectionary readings for each week. 
 

Unless otherwise noted, there will be two worship services each Sunday:  9am & 10:30am.  And unless otherwise noted, 
Children’s Church (i.e. Sunday School) will be offered at both services for children pre-K-grade 8. 
 

February 15th:  Transfiguration Sunday Scriptures:  2 Kings 2:1-12; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 
 

February 22nd:  1st Sunday of Lent 
 

March 1st:   Service of Holy Communion - One service only @ 10:30am.  We will hold our annual congregational 
  meeting after our worship service.  Lunch will be provided!  See the  Annual Meeting announcement for 
  more details. 

 

March 29th:   Palm Sunday – one service only @ 10:30am 
 

April 2nd:   Maundy Thursday Service @ 6 pm 
 

April 3rd:  Good Friday service @ 10:30am 
 

April 5th:   Easter Sunday – Resurrection Celebrations. 
   Sunrise Service:   7:30 am @ Inglis Falls 
   Breakfast:  8:00 am in the CE Hall 
   Worship:  10:30am 
 

April 26th:  Volunteer Recognition Sunday 

Lenten Lunches 
 
For many years, St. Andrew’s has offered a brief, quiet, reflective mid-week worship service during Lent, followed by a 
fellowship lunch of soup. In years past, many people from within the Owen Sound community have participated, and a 
number of generous area clergy have shared their meditations with us.  In the past, the Lenten Lunches have been a 
meaningful part of a Lenten tradition for many people. 
 
However, in more recent years, as people’s schedules and weekly rhythms change, the Lenten lunches have seen dwin-
dling attendance, and in the last 2 years, there has been little to no participation from the larger Owen Sound commu-
nity.  And it has become increasingly difficult to find area clergy who are able to give their time to our small number of 
faithful St. Andrew’s attenders.  In light of these challenges, we will not hold Lenten Lunches this year.  However, for 
those who wish to add a special time of worship to their Lenten journey, there will be time to participate in various wor-
ship opportunities this Lenten season.  These may include making use of a special prayer space, or participating in an 
evening Lenten communion service.  Stay tuned for more details! 

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu


 

 

 

St. Andrew’s Garage Sale 
Saturday April 25th 

 

Remember St. Andrew’s Rummage and  
Garage Sale when you are cleaning out your 

closets.  Good, new-like clothing is espe-
cially needed.  Jeans are always a big seller.  
Do you have extra garden tools?  Bring them 

in.  Other suggestions are sheets, dishes, 
toys, blouses, men’s pants, children’s  

clothing, baby clothes, spring jackets, etc.   
 

 8:00 until noon in the CE Hall 

        Fourth Friday 
                    Come join us! 
 
Who? Fun-Loving Seniors (55 +) 
Where? St. Andrew’s 
When? The 4th Friday of every 
month for a couple of hours  
Why? To be served a delicious 
luncheon at 12 noon, costing $9.50 
Entertainment by: a musical group or a travelogue or 
an interesting, informative subject. 
 

Entertainment for the spring will be: 
Feb 27: Carol Fraser on Nunavut 
March: Ecuador with Bob Knapp  
April: Little Theatre with Bill Murphy 
May: Botswana with Peter Middleton  
June: Order of Good Cheer with Lyle Love 

Give us a try! 
For more information contact Liz 519-376-6525  

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for a yummy way to kick 
off Lent?  Then you won’t want to 
miss our Annual Pancake Supper 
on Tuesday February 17th at 5:30.  
Menu includes, pancakes, ham and 
fruit salad.  Cost is by donation. 

Pancake Supper 

 

Women’s Missionary Society 
 

WMS stands for Women’s  
Missionary Society which is now 
100 years old, and like most other groups will be  
going through some change in the years ahead.  We 
meet the 2nd Tuesday of each month except July and 
August at 1:45 pm usually in the Lounge upstairs.  If 
you enjoy good fellowship, fun and laughter along 
with learning new things (which you may not always 
remember) and want to know more about Mission 
both at Home and Abroad, YOU BELONG IN OUR 
GROUP.  Please join us 
and give us a try!   
 

Marjorie H Ray, 
Secretary 

Annual Meeting 
This year the Annual meeting will be 
held after church on Sunday March 1, 
2015.  We will meet in the CE Hall 

and lunch will be provided.   

Financial Meeting: A financial meeting will be 
held earlier in the day at 9:15 for those who wish to 
look at the financial report in detail. 



 

 

 Honor a friend or relative’s birthday with a 
book for the library. 

 Donate a book...or a whole shelf of books. 

 Remember your library in your estate planning. 

 Write a cheque to your library. 

 Give to the library through your offering envelope. 

 Put away a loonie or a toonie a week for a year and donate it to 
your church library. 

February is 
Love Your 

Library 
Month. 

I am available in the library to assist people most Wednesday mornings from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Please remember to sign out all materials borrowed and return them on time so that others can also  
enjoy them. Books are on loan for 2 weeks, DVDs for 1 week. There are 2 return boxes - one located at 
the top of the stairs and one in the library. 

In His Service, 
Dee Renaud,  
Church Librarian 



 

 

White Gift Update 
At our Local Mission and Outreach Committee meeting on January 13, 2015, we 
decided on the following recommended distribution for the White Gift Fund. 
 

 Donations (November 2014)           $2027.00 
  
 To Be Distributed:                       $2027.00 

 
 a.) International:  
     Foster Child                        $  300.00 
     Cropshare            $  300.00 

                   Sleeping Children      $  200.00 
                   Presbyterian World Service      $ 200.00 
             Sub total    $1000.00 
 

   b.) Local Community: 
    G & B House    $  250.00 
    Union Place    $  250.00 
    Crisis Pregnancy Centre   $  300.00 
    Safe N Sound    $  227.00 
       Sub total $1027.00 
 
   Total Distribution:    $2027.00 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presbyterian Record 
 

Time to order your subscription to the  

Presbyterian Record! 

The Presbyterian Record is a monthly magazine from the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada.  Each magazine includes 

articles written by the editor, 
the moderator, news from the 
community, the world, mis-
sion plus book reviews, pho-

tos etc.  Cost for a yearly 
subscription is $39.49.  

Please make your cheque 
payable to St. Andrew’s 

Presbyterian Church.  You 
may bring it into the church 

office or leave it on the offer-
ing plate.  Subscriptions are 

due April 6th.   

   Your donations at work 

Messy Church 
Sat. March 28th 

A fun time for ALL ages.   
Watch the bulletin or 

phone the church office  
519-376-7886 

for more information. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=Qm9IW15pSFcdCM&tbnid=yAU3kQAGyIs2GM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fderby.anglican.org%2Feducation%2Fchildren-2%2Fmessy-church%2F&ei=_eQRVKObDbSTsQSrpoDYAQ&bvm=bv.74894050,d.


 

 

 
Looking for singers, wanna-be singers, and instrumentalists! 
 

There are many instrumentalists in the congregation at large who have shared with 
the choir their musical gifts.  The various sounds and rhythms they have brought to 
St. Andrew’s worship compose the sweet music of praise, joy, and a not-so-quiet 
strength of faith.  Are you an instrumentalist?  Singer?  Do you want to be? It’s 
time to let us know! 
 

Singers of all ages and voice rangers are encouraged to introduce themselves to 
Henriette Blom, Laurie James, or any member of choir to find out more about what we do.  We would be glad to help 
you find your voice and your place in the music of St. Andrew’s worship.  As music director, I truly look forward to an 
opportunity to work with the young singers in our congregation.  If you know of a youth who enjoys singing and who 
would like to join in from time to time, please send in names and contact information. 

Looking ahead, especially to Easter, I would encourage instrumentalists of all ages and skill levels, to let me know you 
would like to join worship through your gifts of music.  Please leave a message 
with Nancy (office), Laurie (choir president), or any choir member.  I look forward 
to a vast range of players (I know you’re out there!) who will add colour, energy, 
and further joy to our worship music, ‘with hearts, and hands, and voices.’ 

 
Henriette Blom, 
Director of Music 

 

 

 Rides are available to church!  

 If you do not have transportation to church, you can call Bayshore Taxi at 519-371-5555, tell them you 
are going to church at St. Andrew’s, and Bayshore taxi will bill the church for your ride.  

 

 We have a Congregational Visiting Nurse! 

 We have a congregational visiting nurse who is available for support, advice and tips for navigating   
the health care system and homecare.  Please phone the church office and talk to Nancy if you would 
like to set up a visit or a phone call. 

 

 St. Andrew’s has a camper fund! 

The Fred Miller camper fund was set up to help children and young people looking to take part in a 
camp experience.  Please contact the main office to find out how you can apply for a  subsidy. 

 

 St. Andrew’s has a web site! 
 Check it out at www.standrewsowensound.org  



 

 

The Children's Ministry Team 
 

The Children's Ministy Team is a new group that is currently being formed.  It is dedicated to ensuring that children's 
ministry at St. Andrew's continues to grow and thrive under the leadership of gifted “ministers” in our congregation.  
This team will be responsible for planning Sunday School programs, Special Programs such as March Break and Sum-
mer Day Camp,  as well as planning ahead for long-term, sustainable ministry at St. Andrew's.  We will be putting out a 
monthly newsletter called G.I.F.T. (Growing In Faith Together) which will keep you informed about what's happening 
for children, youth and families at St. Andrew's.  If you would like to offer your gifts to this important ministry, please 
contact Kathleen Barker at 519-371-5643 or Dana Benson 519-376-7886. 

Sunday School 
 
St Andrew's continues to minister to children through Sunday School provided at the both the 
9 a.m. and 10:30 services.  Children from ten families have attended Sunday School during 
December and January.  Teachers continue to use Spark Curriculum.  We appreciate the en-
thusiastic commitment of Tricia Morris, Penny Fenwick, Pat Bell and Nancy Robinson who 
prepare lessons and meet the children in class.  We also want to thank Laurie James who 
comes to help us sing about God's love.  Randy Benson, Heather Reid along with Heather 
and Arlen Wiebe have assisted in the past two months.  We give thanks for our volunteers! New students and adults are 
always welcome. 

Children and Worship 
 
We are taking a fresh approach to ministry with children on Sundays with plans to implement 
a model known as, "Children and Worship" in September, 2015.  Rev. Dana Benson is famil-
iar with "Children and Worship" from colleagues and other congregations.  The Presbyterian 
Church in Canada has a national program to encourage the development of this approach to 
ministry with children.  For more information go to The PCC Website: 

http://presbyterian.ca/children-and-worship 
 

  Part of our preparations for "Children and Worship" at St. Andrew's is 
to mentor teachers in the role of "Storyteller".  Join us as we invite trainer  

Nina Zwart to provide a Basic Training Workshop 
                            

Children and Worship is a unique and innovative way to worship with children. This ap-
proach involves children in a multi-sensory way so they can experience the Bible stories and experience 

the wonder and mystery of God.  In a Worship Centre environment there is a worship order for the children, combining 
structure and freedom to experience God.  The Bible stories have been carefully chosen to connect with children’s deep-
est faith needs.  Children and Worship has been influenced by the philosophy of Maria Montessori, and is designed for 
use in Protestant, Catholic and Orthodox churches. 

Basic Training  
Saturday March 7 and October 3 

9 am to 4:30 pm 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 

Information and registration forms are available from Pat Bell and Nancy in the church office. 
Presbyterians may apply for Lay Bursary Funds . 

http://presbyterian.ca/children-and-worship


 

 

  
 

Our youth groups have resumed after the Christmas and New Year break.  After a hectic holi-
day season we are beginning to re-establish our youth group rhythms, and are having fun play-
ing together, talking together, and getting to know Jesus a little better.  What a great group 
of kids!  We are still looking for a few volunteers to help out with the Encounter Group.   
According to our Leading with Care policy, it is critical that we have both a male and a female 
leader/volunteer each week.  This could be an excellent opportunity for you to come alongside 
these fantastic youth as a mentor, as we explore what it means to follow Jesus in the world we 
live in.  Please let me know if you would like to serve in this way!   
 
Rev. Dana Benson 

Encounter  
Wednesday night 

Grades 5 - 8 

Thursday Night     
Youth Group   

Grades 9  - 12 

 
Adventure Day 

Thursday March 19, 2015 

9:00 - 4:00 

(drop off beginning at 8:30) 

Grades JK to 6 

Come share in a fun day of stories, crafts,  

music and games 

Register at the church office 

519-376-7886 

Cost $5.00 



 

 

In Remembrance 
The following people have passed away since 
the last edition of Fire From the Bush: 
 Betty McKerroll 
 Elsie Wilkins 
 Gus Matheson 
 Doug Inglis 
 Doug Durkin 
 Terry Armstrong 

Harvest Happening 2015 
 

Have you been thinking about doing some knitting or sewing for Harvest Hap-
pening? We need adult size mitts, toques and scarves in attractive colours and 
patterns. Socks  and dish cloths are always good sellers too. Aprons make 
wonderful gifts that are attractive and useful. 

So, on those wintry days when you don't feel like braving the cold and snow, think 
about some knitting or sewing  and feel the warmth of helping. 
We are hoping to have another round of turkey pies in the Spring so keep an eye on 
the weekly bulletin for more information on ordering. 
 

Diane Lewis-Abernethy 

Tuesday Morning Sandwich Makers 
 
Our group of 8 are still making 8 loaves of 
sandwiches for Union Place (Canadian 
Mental Health drop-in brunch program).  
Our most needed items are bread and 
canned meat.  We 
thank you for your 
donations.   

www.standrewsowensound.org 
Check out the church website for announcements,  

weekly bulletins, sermons, bible study notes.…  

and much more! The site is update weekly. 

Please note: if the site does not appear to have current                 
 information, try refreshing the browser.  
            To do this click on the “refresh “ icon   

Dear St. Andrews’ friends.   
 

Many of you have asked about my husband Ken’s health and remembered him in prayer; 
thank you very much. After having a variety of health issues, and several different diag-
nosis, he was admitted to hospital in September 2014 and was finally diagnosed with 
Fluoride Toxicity. Many people , when speaking with them, have commented on the fact 
that they have never heard of this problem . Should you wish to know more about this 
condition, I would be happy to speak with you about it. 
Sandra Barker 


