
  

 

 Minister’s Message 
Becoming Whole in Jesus Christ through  

TRANSFORMING DISCIPLESHIP 
 

The most profound purpose of the church, second only to 

worship, is to be a community in which people of all ages 

become equipped to love God and serve him in the world, 

sharing the Good News of God’s salvation in Jesus Christ.   

In the Presbyterian tradition, we believe that people of all 

ages should be confronted with the gospel in such a way 

that they grow in faith, and are 

enabled and encouraged to 

participate in the life of the 

Christian community, and be 

active witnesses to Christ in 

the world (Book of Forms, 

112). 

 

This is a high calling indeed, and requires hard work, inten-

tionality, and conviction.  It requires commitment to fulfill-

ing the promises we make at baptism, as individuals and as 

a community of faith.  Raising children in Christ doesn’t 

end at high school graduation.  We might be tempted to 

think that we adults have already become disciples of Jesus 

and we don’t need to keep growing!  But we are all chil-

dren of God, and are constantly being formed and trans-

formed into the image of His Son.  Our baptism promise, to 

practice a life of discipleship, is a life-long pursuit. 
 

During the month of May, we will be focusing a bit on the 

many facets of Christian Education, or Faith Formation. 

Becoming faithful, thoughtful, and loving disciples of  

Jesus Christ occurs on so many levels, and we are commit-

ted to providing opportunities for people of all ages to learn 

more about their faith, grow deeper in their relationship 

with Jesus, and become inspired to serve our community 

and our world as His faithful disciples.  We do this in a 

number of ways:  Monday morning Ladies’ Bible Study, 

Wednesday bible study groups, Sunday School, Youth 

Groups, March Break and Summer VBS Day Camps, 

Messy Church, small groups, and even during the sponta-

neous conversations people have with one another through-

out the week or after our Sunday worship service. 
 

There are so many opportunities for you to share your gifts 

and your passion for being formed as Christ’s disciple.  

Perhaps becoming a part of one of our faith formation min-

istry teams might be where God is calling you.  Over the 

last few months we have developed a solid Children’s Min-

istry Team that has been working on ensuring that our chil-

dren are given every opportunity to meet Jesus and become 

his disciples.  We are developing Youth Ministry and Adult 

Ministry Teams that are looking at how we encourage 

youth to develop a life of faith and worship that will last 

throughout their lives, and how adults can continue to grow 

more deeply in their faith.  In addition to these opportuni-

ties, there are countless ways that you can use the gifts God 

has given you to help build up the body of Christ here at St. 

Andrew’s.  You might find opportunities to be a blessing to 

our community through informal conversations with others 

about how you are growing in faith, or perhaps through 

committing to grow in a particular area such as prayer, 

worship, bible knowledge, or leadership.  The opportunities 

are truly limited only by God’s gifts and your willingness 

to serve! 
 

Busch-Leflar Bursary Applications  

Please note that  the Busch –Leflar Bursary Applications are due September 4, 2015. This bursary is 
open to any member or adherent of  St. Andrew’s who is pursuing a post secondary education.  For 

more information or to pick up an application form, please contact the church office.  

May 2015 

Christianity without 

discipleship is always 

Christianity without 

Christ. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

MAY 2015 
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I invite you to be open to the leading of the Holy Spirit, as 

you explore how God might be calling you to become more 

intentional about your own faith formation, as well as how 

you might share God’s blessing with others of all ages in 

our community.   One of the 

most exciting things about 

being a part of a faith commu-

nity like ours here at St.  

Andrew’s, is that we are a part 

of a community that God has 

called to worship him and 

serve him in the world.  We 

are a part of a community that God has gifted and equipped 

to be able to do that with excellence and success!  Becom-

ing a transformed disciples of Jesus Christ doesn’t just hap-

pen all by itself.  As we share the gifts that God has given 

us with one another, spurring one another toward greater 

faith and greater discipleship, we become the faithful, 

thoughtful, and loving disciples that God is calling us to be! 

 

Together in Christ’s service, 

Rev. Dana Benson 

Present yourselves as 

building stones for the 

construction of a 

sanctuary vibrant with life, 

in which you will serve as 

holy priests, offering 

Christ-approved lives up 

to God. 

Small Groups Continue to G-R-O-W! 
 

What is a “small group”?   Small groups are a way to get to know others who are learning to be people of faith.  Typi-

cally a small group consists of 8-12 people who meet once weekly or every other week.  In addition to great opportuni-

ties to visit there are typically opportunities to pray for one another’s needs, investigate your Bible, and try to grapple 

with how to be a Christian in a time when being a Christian is complex and sometimes downright  challenging. 

We have one thriving small group (Sorry, it’s full!) which occurs every other Sunday evening and one fledgling small 

group which is multi generational and is a “walk, chat & pray” format. 

If you’re interested in learning more about small groups or want to join one, get in touch.  Contact Ruth Barwell – 

ruth@osicom.net or Dick or Sandra Lee Hibma dickhibma@gmail.com 

Vacation Bible School 
July 13 - 17, & July 19  

9:00 am - 12:00  
(drop off beginning at 8:30) 

@ St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 
Grades JK - Grade 6 

Come for a week of fun mornings with 
stories, songs, crafts, games and 

snacks. 
Register at the church office.  

519-376-7886 
Cost for the week:  $15.00 

mailto:ruth@osicom.net
mailto:dickhibma@gmail.com
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Summer Worship Schedule: 
 

Starting on June 7th through to July 12th, we will be doing a study on the Sermon on the 

Mount and the Beatitudes.  Check them out – Matthew chapters 5-7. 
 

Unless otherwise noted, there will be 2 services each Sunday throughout the summer – 

9am @ 10:30am. 
 

June 7th – Communion Sunday 

June 21st – One Worship service @ 10:30am followed by the Church family Potluck 

Picnic – games, crafts, food, music!  Bring a salad and dessert as well as a hat and sunscreen 

July 19th -  Day Camp Sunday @ 10:30am – Come an see what our Summer VBS Kids have been up to as they lead us 

in worship! 

 

September 13th – Celebration Sunday  & Commissioning of Children’s Worship Leaders 

Congregational Picnic 

BBQ! Piñata! Games in the Sun! Sound good? Then you 

don’t want to miss our church picnic. We guarantee a deli-

cious BBQ potluck (you bring the salad and dessert), great 

games, and the annual piñata. Mark the date: Sunday June 21 

following church. Sign up at the office counter to ensure 

enough hamburgers and hot dogs.  

We’d love to see you there- young or old! 

International Day at St Andrew’s 
 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2015 
 

Hola, Bonjour, Xin chao, Hello, Namaste, Hallo 
 

The Local Mission and Outreach Committee members are excited about hosting an International luncheon at St. An-

drew’s this fall. This is your advanced invitation to think about how you can help us celebrate your heritage, eat some 

delicious food, listen to great music and learn about other countries touched by our members. 

 

We hope you will bring a dish or two to share, any items to display from either your family’s country of origin or a 

favourite country you have visited. We are also encouraging anyone who has a flag to display, to bring it, we would 

like to have as many as possible. Do you know of some musicians that would like to play to add to the atmosphere that 

we could contact? 
 

For suggestions or comments on how to make this event memorable, please feel free to contact: Doug Umbach, Ellie 

Lozon, Peter Van Der Meer or Russ Pierson. 
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Brothers and Sisters of St. Andrews, Owen Sound, 
 

We would like to provide you with an update on Natural Church Development or 

NCD which was launched across the Presbytery two years ago. You may recall it was 

intended to tune our hearts and minds to how we might let God himself grow the church as we learned more about be-

coming and growing as disciples or followers of Christ. 

 

A number of you were asked to participate in an initial survey to assess how we saw ourselves as a congregation of be-

lievers. When the results of the survey were tabulated we had J.P. Smit join us for a Sunday worship and workshop to go 

over the results of the survey and what those results were telling us. There were no big surprises, and we aren't notably 

different from the overwhelming majority of church congregations. 

 

Over the following months there have been efforts on the part of Session to more fully understand the survey results, and 

to take some steps to address the areas of needed improvement - the short staves in the barrel if you recall the analogy 

used. Meanwhile you may have noticed the teachings in our Sunday worship have brought further understanding of what 

our Vision and Mission are currently understood to be. 

 

One of the initiatives to address the short stave of 'Passionate Spirituality' was to launch a Small Group in the fall of 

2014. A handful of people got together on a regular basis over a few months to learn how to launch and function as a 

Small Group, focused on growing in relation with each other as well as in relation with our Lord. This first group then 

split, and initiated two groups in mid-winter this year.  The success of the 1st small group as well as the two currently 

underway is that there are relationships being built, and people are experiencing a deepening of faith. Definitely some-

thing to celebrate! As a result of these successes we do truly believe this approach holds much promise for us, and we 

will take some time to evaluate and prepare for more small groups to be launched again in the fall. 

 

So now we are two years into NCD and we are preparing to re-survey a representative sample of you, the congregation 

of St. Andrews. Think of it as going to the doctor for a routine check-up to monitor your heart rate, blood pressure, tem-

perature, weight, etc. We will be approaching a number of you over the next couple of months(?) to participate in the 

survey. When we have the results we will be able to see how we have grown over the last two years, and discover what 

the next steps might be as we move toward greater health in becoming a community of faithful, thoughtful, and loving 

disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 

Stay tuned for further natural church developments! 

NCD at St. Andrew’s 

Youth Mission Group Report 
 

The Youth Missions group has been busy during the first four months of 

2015. We have continued to serve meals at OSHaRE one Tuesday per 

month. We have been watching and discussing a video series by Rob Bell. 

We hiked the Inglis Falls trail in the snow, and enjoyed a campfire while 

making s’mores. We are having lots of fun getting to know one another and 

exploring our relationship with God while serving in our community. It 

seems most of our activities include some tasty snacks.   

Our small but mighty group is always happy to welcome new members.  
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Church Library 
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St. Andrew’s Snapshot 

 

Our Thursday Youth Group has continued 

to meet for fellowship, food, and fun.  We 

have been exploring how God is faithful 

and trustworthy in our relationships and 

how he keeps us walking in the way of 

discipleship, even when we face difficult 

decisions.  And we have had lots of fun 

hanging out, playing games, cake decorat-

ing, felting, eating (always eating!), and learning from one another.  

We continue to be thankful for the wonderful group of cooks who 

feed us each week.  Their dedication to this ministry is invaluable! 

 

 

 

Over the last few months our En-

counter kids have been exploring 

faith, creation, building relationships, 

and generally having fun together.  

We have welcomed the leadership of 

Jay Schlotzhauer who has led some 

of our discussions and has been a 

wonderful addition to the leadership 

of the group.  Together we have all been discovering how God helps 

us in becoming faithful followers of  Jesus and gives us the tools we 

need to grow as disciples. 

 

In March, we went tobogganing at Indian Falls and had a bit of a winter 

cookout – hot chili and fresh camp cooked cookies – YUM!  In April 

we corralled an impromptu group of 16 for a geocaching adventure and 

dinner at Harrison Park.  We will be wrapping up our year in mid-May 

as many of the kids start the soccer season.   

 

           Overall it has been a great season of ministry with a great group of    

 kids. 
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             Encounter 
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St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church Financial Update 

Giving through PAR 

PAR, or Pre-Authorized Remittance, is a direct debit program that allows people to support their church through an 

automatic monthly withdrawal from their bank account. The United Church administers the program , at no cost to 

the giver. Once a month, a pre-determined amount is debited from the givers’ account and  

the total, less a service fee, is electronically transferred to local church accounts. If you have 

automatic debits from your bank account to pay for insurance, cable TV, taxes, fuel, or a 

mortgage, then you understand the PAR principle. It means regular contributions throughout 

the year which allows the church to plan ahead.  
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Our Congregation 
Deaths: 

Jack Winer 

Ev Penny 

 

 

Kay Rydall 

Edith Schlegel 

Isobel Wilson 

Flora Edwards 

 

    Hello to all.   

      We have had a very busy few months for the pantry, helping 41 people in April     

alone. This shows us that the need is still there in our community. 

 

To all who have been very generous with food and money, we thank you.  As spring 

time and summer arrive, our lives get busier and busier; please don’t forget the needs 

of the pantry as hunger unfortunately doesn’t take a holiday. 

 

In Christ’s love,  

 

Jennie MacKenzie, Lisa Trimbee and staff 

March Break VBS 
 

This past March, 34 children from our St. Andrew’s 

community enjoyed a one day Adventure Camp.  Our 

theme was “Something Fishy” and it was based on 

the story of Jesus calling the disciples to be fishers of 

men.  Throughout the day the children participated in 

the story, crafts, music, games, science experiments, 

snacks and lunch.  They made a fishing game with a 

magnet on the end of a “fishing pole” to catch the 

fish shaped people that spelled out the bible verse, “I 

will make you fishers of men”.  They also made fish 

shaped placemats, and fish sun catchers using used 

computer discs.  Lunch consisted of fish and chips 

followed by chocolate pudding with a gummy worm.  

The music, poems and games used throughout the 

day reinforced the story.  We had a wonderful group 

of 15 volunteers to help guide and mentor the chil-

dren.  It was a very successful day and we thank eve-

ryone who participated. 
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Summer Sunday School 

 

Sunday School will continue to be provided at both services throughout 

the summer months.  If you would like to spend some quality time with 

the kids of our congregation, please let the church office know.   

It is a fun hour! 

Christian Education Report 

 

The Christian Education Committee is a committee of Session that facilitates the work of faith formation at St. Andrew's.  

To this end, the Christian Education Committee overseas three areas of educational ministry:  

 

1) Children's Ministry - What do we want our children to learn?  How will we know they are learning and 

growing in faith? 

 Sunday School, March Break Day Camp, Summer VBS 

 

 2) Youth Ministry -  What kind of faith do we want to encourage youth toward?  How will we know they are 

growing in faith?  

 Encounter, Youth Group, Teen Mission Group 

 

3) Adult Education – What kind of disciples do we want to make? 

 Adult Bible Studies, Small Groups 

 

These working teams meet monthly and are responsible for the day-to-day implementation of their respective mandates, 

reporting to the CE Committee on a quarterly basis.  We currently have a Children's Ministry team established and are 

working towards establishing a Youth and an Adult Education team.  For more information or if you feel called to serve 

on any of these teams please speak to Dana Benson 519-376-7886 or Kathleen Barker 519-371-5643. 

 

Please note:   The Messy Church program is on hold at this time 

Harvest Happening 2015 

 

As you celebrate Spring and plan your garden could you remember Harvest Happen-

ing? Maybe you could put a little or a lot in your garden for us. Last year saw record 

sales for the garden and produce area of HH, thanks to the generous  

contributions of many. Can you help us this year? We're counting on you. 
 

Diane Lewis Abernethy 


