
 

  

     Minister’s Message 
 
 

On October 21-22, 2016 Randy and I had the opportunity to attend the annual meetings of the Synod of Southwestern 
Ontario, held in St. Mary’s.  For those of you who are new to Presbyterian polity (aka ‘governance’), our national church 
is organized into a series of ‘courts’.  Local congregations are governed by a Session of ruling elders.  A region of local 
congregations is governed by a Presbytery (the Presbytery of Grey Bruce Maitland in our case).  The next larger region 
is governed by a Synod, and our National Church is governed by a General Assembly, which is made up of representa-
tives from all of the other courts.  So, the Synod of Southwestern Ontario encompasses the Presbyteries of Grey Bruce 
Maitland, Huron Perth, Hamilton, Niagara, Paris,  

London, Essex-Kent, and Lambton-West Middlesex. 

 

The ministries, which fall within the purview of the Synod, are primarily 
focused around regional ministry development, and regional ministries for 
children and youth:  Camp Kintail, Huron Feathers, and Presbyterian 
Young People’s Society (PYPS). 

 

Below are some of the highlights of my Synod experience, as I presented to 
Presbytery on Nov 8th, 2016. 
 

 Overall, our first Synod experience was a good one.  It was good to meet with fellow minister’s in Christ from across 
the region, to celebrate the good work that God continues to do within his church, and reflect on some of the ways 
God may be calling us to grow in our understanding of how we do church. 

 

 The structure of this year’s meeting differed slightly from past years in that there were a number of workshops of-
fered on Saturday on topics including cross-generational worship, prayer, community outreach, and mission.  Randy 
and I both attended workshops on cross-generational worship and local community outreach.  One intriguing idea 
presented was a small business soup-making endeavor.  The Presbyterian church in Paris, ON, has started a soup-
making business which employs members of the community who may have trouble finding regular employment be-
cause they are on long term disability.  They make delicious soups and sell them within the community.  So far, the 
business has been a great success! 

 

 One area which was disappointing for both of us was the fact that Synod was very poorly attended.  On Saturday we 
actually had to count to ensure a quorum (there were only 17 people counted).  Our Synod has many strengths, in-
cluding the vital ministries of Camp Kintail and Huron Feathers, as well as the ministry of PYPS.  For obvious rea-
sons, these ministries are essential for the future of Christ’s church.  Even as our own presbytery struggles with ag-
ing congregations, these ministries are evidence of the vitality, faithfulness, and passion for mission that our younger 
people possess.  As our denomination continues to think about its own life, faithful stewardship of the gifts of our 
young people, and the gifts of camping ministry and PYPS should be high on our list of priorities! 

 

I encourage all of you to consider attending Synod, and investing your prayers, time, and talents in these ministries. 

    November 2016 

Synod 2016 

        Join us on the Road 
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As many of you know, I had the opportunity to serve as camp chaplain at Camp Kintail this past summer.  William and 
Alice also had the opportunity to attend the Junior Outdoor Camp that week. Although I have always been a ‘camp kid’, 
it has been quite some time since I have been involved in camping ministry.   This summer’s experience reminded me of 
the importance of this ministry (and others like it).   Those of us in long-established churches often lament the decline of 
our congregations, and notably the lack of youth and young families in our churches.  We lament the future of the church 
because we can’t see how it will continue without younger generations taking up the leadership of the church.  I was pro-
foundly reminded this summer and through the work of the Synod that these other types of ministries (for young people 
and missional/outreach ministries) have an essential role in contributing to the legacy and the efficacy of the Presbyteri-
an Church in Canada, and of our own congregation at St. Andrew’s. 

 

Let us remain attentive to God’ leading, as we continue to discern by the Holy Spirit how and where God is leading us in 
His ministry for the glory of His name and the pursuit of His Kingdom! 

 

Rev. Dana Benson 

 

 

 

 

Huron Feathers 

Welcome to Matthew Allard, Organist 
 

The choir is very happy to welcome Matthew as our new organist and choir director. 
 
After finishing his masters degree at Oxford University he decided to pursue teaching. In the last five years he has 
taught  in many places, Thompson Manitoba Toronto Area, and Yorkshire England. 
 
Matthew has written a number of commissioned compositions, that have been performed in the UK, Australia and Cana-
da. 
 
Matthews talents include playing many instruments, organ, piano, banjo, guitar, recorder, hurdy-gurdy, tuba and trom-
bone. 
 
The choir feels so fortunate to have Matthew and we look forward to the Christmas music he will have us singing. 
 
We also welcome his wife Catherine and their two year old son, William. 
 
Anyone interested in joining our happy group can come out Thursday  
Evenings at 7:15 or contact Laurie James at 519 371 0063 

http://www.campkintail.ca/
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Upcoming Worship: 
 

Advent:   Making Sense of Advent 

 

This year Advent begins on November 27th. Throughout this season we will be exploring the  

senses of Advent: The smells, tastes, sights, and sounds of Advent. 

 

Please join us for our Advent services @ 9 am and 10:30am. 

 

Communion:  We will celebrate Holy Communion on December 4th, 2016 at both services. 

 

Christmas Services:   

 

Christmas Eve:  Christmas Potluck @ 5:30, followed by our Christmas Eve Service at 6:30pm.  This service 
will be ‘family friendly’, and we will do lots of singing! 

 

Christmas Eve Late Service:  A Service of Lessons and Carols in partnership with other 
local congregations.  11pm. 

 

Christmas Day:  A Service of Celebration and Carols 10:30am 

 

January 1st, 2017 – New Year’s Day – One service @ 10:30am 

Youth Mission Group 
 

The St. Andrew's Youth Mission group is meeting on Thursday evenings at the 
Whitehouse's. All high school age young people are welcome to join us.  

This fall we are following a series called Bible Basics - 
learning how the Bible is organized and how it came to 
be put together. We are also volunteering at a Wood 
Ministry. Here we are helping split and pile firewood 
which is donated to people in need during the winter. 
In addition, we are having lots of fun and eating lots of 
good snacks.   

Call Kathy and Kevin if you are interested in joining us 
(519 370-2128) 
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SESSION NEWS 

Meetings: 

 
Along with our opening devotions, Session will spend 15-20 minutes of each meeting investigating a section from the 
Equipping Elders Handbook. The Equipping Elders Handbook is designed to inform elders about the ministry to which 
they have been called. There is a wealth of information to help them in their ministry as elders: information about who 
we are in The Presbyterian Church in Canada; practical aids for pastoral visiting and hospitality; gifts for ministry and 
ordination to eldership; opportunities for elder training and elder care; and the work of the session within the congrega-
tion and how it works with other courts of the church.  
 
Beginning in January, Session will change its meeting schedule from the 1st Tuesday of the month to the 3rd Tuesday of 
the month.  If anyone in the congregation has an issue, concern, or feedback they wish to communicate to Session, they 
can do so in writing via the Clerk – Ed Renaud. 
 

Roll Revision 

In order that all of our members and adherents receive pastoral care and support, and are actively engaged in the ministry 

and mission of the church, Session is responsible for keeping a roll of all professing members. Sessions are encouraged 

to use criteria such as attendance at services of worship, especially the Sacrament of Holy Communion, and participation 

in the life and work of the congregation as they keep this roll up to date. As a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 

Canada we are required to review our membership roll and keep it up to date. Session is in the process of revising the 

roll.  The Book of Forms outlines the process by which the roll is revised (BoF 125.5). During the annual revision of the 

roll, sessions are encouraged to contact members who have not been faithful in their attendance at worship services and 

have ceased to participate actively in the life and work of the congregation shall be contacted, visited where possible, and 

encouraged to renew their commitment to Christ and his church.  Members who do not wish to renew their commitment 

to the church will be removed from the communicant membership roll.  Session will be contacting individuals and fami-

lies who have not been in regular attendance for the last year to determine whether they wish to renew their active com-

mitment to the church and remain on the membership roll.  In the event that they wish to be removed from the roll, Ses-

sion shall do so, but will continue to offer pastoral care when requested. Session can restore names to the roll at anytime 

upon request. 

  
Congregational Development: 

Session is responsible for administration, oversight, support, evaluation of all FAITH FORMATION for the congrega-
tion within the confessed doctrine of the PCC. Session is encouraging all aspects of our ministries to move toward inten-
tional intergenerational worship, providing FAITH FORMATION challenges to people of all ages.  
 
As we continue the process of looking for ways to creatively align our ministries with the mission and vision of the 
church, all committees are being asked to ensure that their activities are consistent with our Mission and Vision state-
ments. 
  

OUR MISSION  

To become a vibrant community of faithful, thoughtful, and loving disciples of Jesus Christ, actively embracing 

the people of Owen Sound. 

  

OUR VISION  

We welcome God's work of drawing all things to Himself in Jesus Christ, through the power of the Holy Spirit.  We joy-

fully participate in this work by striving to be a missional community that is committed to: 

Dedicated Prayer 

Vibrant Worship 

Transforming Discipleship 

Loving Service 

 

Fellowship and Friendship 
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At our September meeting, Session approved the formation of a Fellowship Committee. Ken & Nancy Robinson and Ed 
& Dee Renaud are on the committee at present and they are looking for others in the congregation who would be inter-
ested in helping to plan some future Friday Night Fellowship Events. Please speak to Ken, Nancy, Ed or Dee if you are 
interested. Our first event, a potluck supper followed by a Gospel Sing-a-Long, held on Nov. 4th was a great success. 
Many thanks to Ken Robinson, Randy Benson, Paul Curley, Bryan Barbour, Aird McCombie, Matthew Allard, Mari-
anne Ford & Erika Mills for leading the Sing-a-Long. Our second event will be a spaghetti supper followed by singing 
Christmas Carols and an intergenerational Christmas play under the supervision of Pat Bell. 

 

A bulletin board has been set up in the reception area by the west entry off 2nd Avenue to display PWS& D ministry in-

formation. As well as a display of greeting cards as part of a fundraising project for the local Gideons has been set up in 

the reception area across from the office. 

 

PERSONNEL 

 

Music: 

 

Session is pleased to welcome our new Sanctuary Music Director - Matthew Allard, his wife, Catherine and their son 

William. Matthew brings great experience & expertise to the position as we move forward to realize our vision of vibrant 

worship at St. Andrew’s. 

 

Financial Assistant: 

 

Session is planning a farewell Fellowship Lunch for Susan Avery on Sun. Nov. 20th following the 10:30 worship service. 

Please plan to attend as we celebrate Susan’s time with us and bless her as she and Ken begin this next chapter in Alber-

ta.  

 

Property: 

 

Key boxes are being installed at both entrances to provide the fire department with a key for access to the building elimi-

nating the need for damaging the doors in order to get in. 

 

Emergency evacuation duties are kept in a binder in the resource room behind Nancy’s office. Posters will be in the 

kitchen, CE Hall and at all exits to the building. As well all groups who use the building will be given a copy of the 

evacuation process. 

 

Annual Meeting: 
 

Session has set the date for the Annual Meeting on Sunday, March 5th following the 10:30 worship service, beginning 

with a lunch at 11:30, then the meeting at 12 noon  
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Choir 

There is much happening with the choir as we approach and enter advent.  We will be 
singing at Grey Roots Museum on December 10 at 5:00 as part of the Moreston by Can-
dlelight celebration, and we are singing at Hanna Walker Nursing Home on December 
8 prior to our regular practice time.  We rehearse Thursday evenings at 7:15pm in the 
sanctuary. We sing great music in diverse styles, and have fun doing it!  There is no 
feeling like making beautiful music as a community, why not join us?  You needn't have 
experience and will find yourself in a welcoming group of 
friends. Speak with Laurie James or Matthew Allard for 
more information.  

 

Thanks , Matthew 

 
 
 
 

You Are One in a Minion 

Adventure Day 
   I praise you because I am fearfully and 

    wonderfully made.   

    Psalm 139 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

  9:00 - 4:00 
Drop off begins at 8:30 am 

Sign up at the church office by March 12. 

Cost is $5.00 and includes lunch and snacks. 

For grades JK to 6 

@ St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 

x-apple-data-detectors://1
x-apple-data-detectors://2
x-apple-data-detectors://2
x-apple-data-detectors://4
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White Gift Sunday 

 

As in past years the White Gift Offering will be distributed to a number of local, regional and international relief efforts. 

Once the total of White Gifts is tallied the Mission & Outreach Committee will review past years' recipients as well as 

any suggestions we receive this year. White Gifts received usually total between $1,000 and $2,000 - but, if you're in-

spired by the Holy Spirit to be a Grace filled giver we can always work with more. 

 

Individual distributions usually average between $100 and $250. Some of these areas are:  

 Foster child, 

 Crisis Pregnancy Centre, 

 Sleeping Children Bedkits 

 Safe ‘n Sound.  

 

The committee will make its final determination and distribute the gifts by the end of January 

2017. Historically about 1/2 will go to local and regional projects while the rest will be distributed to national and inter-

national efforts. 

If you have any suggestions about the White Gift program please contact the chair of the M&O committee Bruce Price at 

bprice.ca@gmail.com 

New Canadian Committee Update 

 

Our stalwart committee members are soldiering on and have been meeting weekly with the exception of Halloween and 
Thanksgiving Mondays. We have an awesome group of dedicated people interacting with the family on a daily basis. 
We are now past the half way mark in our one year sponsorship, which will end February 25, 2017. We want to thank 
everyone who so generously contributed financially and physically to help the family in their resettlement. It has not 
been without challenges, but our group remains strong and committed to helping the family in a variety of ways as they 
adjust to living in Canada. 

 

 Some of the activities include helping mom Hawa at ESL five days a week, volunteering at the various schools the chil-
dren attend, getting children to and from gymnastics, the Y and soccer, etc. Getting the appropriate English Second Lan-
guage training for the family has been an ongoing challenge. Hawa is now attending ESL at the Alliance Church. Our 
church is financially supporting this program along with several other churches. A member of our committee accompa-
nies Hawa daily and works with her one on one. Abdo, the oldest teenage boy, is now attending St. Mary’s High School, 
where he is getting ESL two periods a day. Abdo recently got a part time job at Tim Horton’s. Ali is attending the for-
mer West Hill High School and Halima and Hussen are attending Bayview. I’m sure you can imagine the challenges for 
the entire family, who not only need to learn English, but who have never been to school and could not read nor write in 
their own Afar language before coming to Canada. 

 

We are asking for your continued prayer support for the committee and for the family. 

mailto:bprice.ca@gmail.com
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Please note…. 

 Session has set the date for the Annual 

Meeting on Sunday, March 5th following the 

10:30 worship service, beginning with a 

lunch at 11:30, then the meeting at 12 noon  

 2016 Annual Report submissions are due by 

January 6, 2017 

 If you are heading south for the winter 

please let the church office know  where 

your tax receipts can be sent. 

            Fourth Friday 
Come join us! 

 

Who? Fun-Loving Seniors (55 +) 

Where? St. Andrew’s 

When? The 4th Friday of every month for a couple of hours 

, starting in September 

Why? To be served a delicious luncheon at 12 noon, cost-

ing $10.00 

Entertainment by: a musical group or a travelogue or an 

interesting, informative subject. 

 

Entertainment this year will be: 

November 25: Musical Quartet - Sonlit   

January 27: Fire Prevention -  Greg Nicol 

February 24: Travelogue - Venice with Al Gibb 

March 24:  Working in Council - Marion Koepke  

April 28: Special Olympics - Diane Speed 

May 26: Locating Family - Larry Le Gear 

June 23: Travelogue - Thailand with Craig Breen 

 

All are welcome. Contact Liz Rourke if you are not on the 

contact list 519-276-6525  

Christmas  

FAITH FELLOWSHIP 

 

Sunday, December 
18th

 

 

5:30 pm. Spaghetti 
Supper 

(by donation) 
Bring your dishes 

 

6:30 pm. Carol Sing & 
Christmas Play 

with a Wild West Flavour 

Campbell’s Soup Labels 

The deadline for donations of soup labels is 

November 30th, as this fundraiser is being 

discontinued. 
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HARVEST HAPPENING 2016 

We had a great day on Saturday November 29!!! A steady stream of people came through our doors in search of good 
deals on great products. Beets, squash, jams, pickles, fabulous baking and turkey pies, wonderful aprons, knitting, and 
more, reflected the time, work and heart that is put into this event. Many hands made Harvest Happening a great success 
again. 

Smiles and laughter, conversation and a real feel of community made this day very special. It was visible at the cafe over 
coffee and a muffin or at lunch where friends caught up with one another. It was  fun all over!!! 

 

And on top of all those pluses, we made some money!! We took in approximately $9200. Some pies still need to be 
picked up and paid for at this time. 

 

Join us again next year as a helper or participant and feel the spirit that is St Andrews!! 

 

Diane Lewis 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: EVACUATION PROCEDURE 
 

As we continue to ensure that our facility is a safe environment for all people, under 
our Leading With Care guidelines, it is necessary that all are aware of evacuation 

procedures.  

 

 In the event that we must evacuate the facility: 

Stay calm! 

Listen carefully to the person giving exit instructions 

You will be instructed to leave the sanctuary only by the two main doors in the 
Narthex/Vestibule 

You may NOT exit by the door by the elevator.   

The elevator may NOT be used. Steps will be taken to ensure that those who re-
quire assistance leaving the sanctuary receive help. 

If you have a child in Sunday School or Nursery, please let the Sunday School 
leaders help your children out of the building. You may join your children at 
the Band Shell and stay there until the ALL CLEAR is given.  

We will gather on the east side of 1st Avenue W. by the Band Shell and stay there 
until the ALL CLEAR is given.  

     

We thank you for your co-operation. 

Leading with Care 
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If you were waiting for an invitation to Follow in His Footsteps - This is it. 
 

Do you ever feel like the Christian life is a long game of “Jesus Says”? Jesus says 

pray. Jesus says give. Jesus says go to church. But what if doing what Jesus says is-

n’t what Jesus says to do at all? His invitation is an invitation to relationship, and it 

begins with a simple request: follow me. 

Religion says “Change and you can join us.” Jesus says, “Join us and you will 

change.” There’s a huge difference. Jesus doesn’t expect people to be perfect. He 

just wants them to walk with Him. Being a sinner doesn’t disqualify anyone. Being 

an unbeliever doesn’t disqualify anyone. In fact, those points of imperfection are the only places we can start. 

In this 8 session video-based Bible study, bestselling author and pastor Andy Stanley takes you and your small 

group on a journey through the Gospels as he traces Jesus’ teaching on what it means to follow. Prepare for 

your eyes to open, your feet to move, and your faith to ne radically transformed.    

 

SESSIONS INCLUDE: 

Jesus Says 

Next Steps 

Fearless 

Follow Wear 

The fine Print 

What I Want to Want 

Leading Great 

Unfollow 

Jesus says “follow.” How will you respond? 

 

Andy Stanley is a pastor communicator, author, and the founder of North Point Ministries. Each Sunday more 

than 36,000 people attend NPM’s five Atlanta-based churches. Andy’s books include Deep & Wide, How To 

Be Rich, Enemies of the Heart and The Grace of God. 

 

When? Starts Wednesday, January 11th, 2017 

Where? Judy Young Room 

Time? 1:15-2:45 

Who:  Everyone is welcome! 
 

Please contact Ed or Dee Renaud if you want more information. 
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Two years on the New York Times bestseller list and a hit televi-sion movie, 

this heartwarming story stars Rob Lowe as a worka-holic attorney with no 

time for Christmas---until a young boy helps him rediscover the true  

meaning of this special time of year.  

 

 

 

In the inspiring sequel to The Christmas Shoes, Na-

than Andrews (Neil Patrick Harris) is all grown up. As a young doctor, 

Nathan finds himself questioning his career choice, so he goes to his 

hometown to soul-search and reconnect with his father. Once home, a 

blossoming romance with teacher Megan Sullivan (Rebecca Gayheart) 

and a fast friendship with her student Charlie Bennett (Angus T. Jones) 

teach Nathan to live life in the moment and embrace the time he has 

with friends and family.  

 

 

Sweet Emily needs a home for the holidays. Patricia and Mark Addison need 

Christmas joy. When Patricia's job leads her to the adorable little girl, she 

and Mark take Emily in---and discover that no sorrow is so great that God's 

healing light cannot penetrate the darkest places of the human heart. The 

Christmas Hope is the third installment of the best-selling Christmas Shoes 

series  

 

 

 

Mayor Dan Reed is looking forward to the Christmas 

events in Trapper Falls, Alaska---until former resident 

Mitch Bright shows up. Now a big-city lawyer, Mitch sues the town for vio-

lating the separation between church and state. But Dan's wife has a plan. 

Can she show that God's good will is for all---even those closed to him?  

 

 

The most magnificent portrayal of the nativity ever! Witness the struggles 

and joys of the Holy Family---and the Savior's birth at the turning point of 

history. Epic in scope yet intimate in detail, this major mo-

tion picture spared nothing to ensure historical accuracy and 

cinematic power.  

 

   Dee Renaud, Church librarian  
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Sandwich Makers 
 
 

Our group of 9 are still making 8 loaves of sandwiches for Union Place (Canadian Mental Health drop-in brunch pro-
gram).  Our most needed items are bread and canned meat or money to take advantage of sales! 

We all thank you for your donations. 

 

Joan Burlington    Thank you! 

Remembrances 
 

The following people who were associated with St.  

Andrew’s have died since the August Fire From the 
Bush. 

 

 Lorne Smith (husband of Mabel) 

 Rae Henderson 

 Phil Hartman 

 Anne Wilton 

 

Memorial Tree Lights 
 

You have an opportunity to remember a loved one at 

Christmas time on our memorial tree.  Make a donation at 

the church office and fill in the white card with the name 

of the person(s) that you wish to remember.  These cards 

will be attached to a small tree in the Sanctuary and  

  recognized in the church bulletin on Sunday 

    December 18th. 


