
Leading	  Vibrant	  Worship:	  	  Glen	  Soderholm	  
 
Saturday March 23rd, 2013 @ St. Andrew’s, Glen Soderholm will be coming to lead a workshop on Leading 
Vibrant Worship.  Glen has over 30 years of preaching and teaching experience, is a gifted and vibrant musician, 
and is committed to helping congregations plan, rethink and newly experience corporate worship.   
 

Morning	  Session	  (9-‐12)	  –	  What	  is	  Vibrant	  Worship?	  
• What is Worship? 
• Why do we worship God? 
• What is the job of those who lead congregations in worship (readers, musicians, choirs, artists, etc.), and 

how might they lead well. 
 
Participants will be lead in worship and invited to dialogue with each other around the ideas of the gift of 
worship, encountering God, and entering into the story of God’s work. 
 
STRONGLY encouraged for all who have a heart for worship, who wish to participate in leading worship 
through music, reading, or the arts, and who are currently responsible for leading worship in our community. 
Open to the community. 
 
Pre-Registration:   
Call or email St. Andrew’s  519 376 7886,  general@standrewsowensound.org  - www.standrewsowensound.org 
 
Check out Glen’s website:  www.glensoderholm.com 
 
For more information, contact Rev. Dana Benson – dana.benson@standrewsowensound.org 
 

Lunch:	  (12-‐1)	  
 

Afternoon	  Session	  (1-‐4):	  	  Worship	  Coaching.	  
 
What does inspired and effective musical and praise leadership look like? Glen will come alongside 
praise teams, musicians, and choral/vocal groups to encourage, teach, and constructively critique 
current musical leadership. Everything from purpose, to teambuilding, to vocal/instrumental technique 
is examined. 
 
HIGHLY & STRONGLY encouraged for all who are currently involved in leading musical aspects of 
worship, or those who wish to be a part of any music/choral team in the future. 
The Afternoon Session is open to the St. Andrew’s musicians/vocalists only. 
 

Soderholm	  Concert	  
Need to design & print concert tickets 
 
 



Glen Soderholm 
 
We make assumptions about what people think about why we do things 
If people  know why we do things it might come alive for them 
Gods communion spills out 
Always a gift 
 
Jesus takes what we offer in worship to god and no matter what it looks like god puts 
it up on his big fridge door 
 
Worship leader - make people feel. "At home" with God 
 
The first words that your congregation will hear are very important.  
God welcomes us just as we are, not as we ought to be 
 
Worship does/tells God's story 
Worship is storytelling 
We often sing our story in worship 
In worship we are moving through a drama and each part flows together  
 
Worship planning team 
How do we tell the story? 
 
How do we weave our life story into the God story in worship 
The sacrament of the ordinary - share where you had a God moment of delight, awe, 
pain, etc... 
 
 



New Liturgist 
We need leadership to guide us through the story and to help us engage with it 
Getting people to take up their parts in the drama 
 
Kierkegaard 
God is the audience, the congregation are the performers and the minister and 
musicians are the prompters 
 
We are all growing up together into the full stature of Christ 
 
Need to give people a part in the play - responsive readings work well for this 
Give people something to do with their bodies 
Open hands to receive the benediction 
"Utterance and gesture" 
 
People need to feel safe - they don't want to be lost 
Print the Lord's Prayer in bulletin 
 
Prompt people to be active participants 
 
Need to be very careful about doing things which create passive observers 
Help people to believe in their voices 
 
Worship design team - ministers, music director, praise leader, most creative people, 
brainstorm together,  
Start to create lists of things that work and don't work, ideas to try out 
 
Worship committee overseas some of the bigger stuff 



 
Ask people "what did we say about God today?" 
 
Architecture of worship matters 
We also visually present the god we are worshipping 
How does the space reflect the story we tell 
 
Figure out who has the best gifts for leading various parts of leading 
 
 


