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November 2017 

Minister’s Message 

How does a minister write her last message for a congregation she is 

leaving?   While it is true the last five years have been challenging on a 

number of levels, they have also been some of the best ‘personal growth’ years 

of my life.  As I cast my mind back to the late Fall and early Winter of 

2012/2013, I remember feeling a bizarre mixture of being in so far over my 

head that I didn’t know what to do, but at the same time so incredibly 

supported by God, and by so many kind, compassionate, generous, and wise 

people here at St. Andrew’s.   I have learned much from God and from you 

over these last five years, and will keep these lessons close to my heart. 

The road ahead of you will be challenging, and I know there is much 

anxiety around what the next months will bring.  I would like to leave you 

with two sources of encouragement and strength.  The first is from St. Ignatius 

who was the first bishop to be martyred for the early church.  The Romans 

arrested him (he was already old by the time he was arrested) in Antioch and 

took him by caravan to Rome to be martyred by fighting animals in the 

coliseum. Along the way, they stopped in various towns and cities and put him 

on display in public forums, torturing him, or making him fight with wild 

animals.  St. Ignatius wrote some words of advice to a young bishop names 

Polycarp (I know – who names their kid Polycarp?), who was in Smyrna.  St. 

Ignatius’ words speak volumes to how to keep the faith, remain steadfast, and 

to always remember the steadfast love of God in all things.   

Having obtained good proof that your mind is fixed in God as upon an 

immoveable rock, I loudly glorify [His Name] that I have been thought 

worthy [to behold] your blameless face, which may I ever enjoy in God! 

I entreat you, by the grace with which you are clothed, to press forward 

in your course, and to exhort all that they may be saved. Maintain your 

position with all care, both in the flesh and spirit. Have a regard to 

preserve unity, than which nothing is better. Bear with all, even as the 

Lord does with you. Support all in love, as also you do. Give yourself to 

prayer without ceasing. (Italics mine). 

When St. Ignatius talks about preserving unity, he is referring to kiononia – 

the community, fellowship, communion of believers who are bound together 

by a common faith, a common love (for God), and by a common Spirit – that 

of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is my hope for you that you will be bound together by that same Spirit, to press on 

toward the goal of becoming more and more the living body of Christ in the world.   

Finally, from the apostle Paul in his parting words to the church in Philippi.   

 Celebrate God all day, every day. I mean, revel in him! Make it as clear as you can to all you meet that 
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you’re on their side, working with them and not against them. Help them see that the Master is about 

to arrive. He could show up any minute! 

 Don’t fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions and praises shape your worries into prayers, 

letting God know your concerns. Before you know it, a sense of God’s wholeness, everything coming 

together for good, will come and settle you down. It’s wonderful what happens when Christ displaces 

worry at the center of your life. 

 Summing it all up, friends, I’d say you’ll do best by filling your minds and meditating on things true, 

noble, reputable, authentic, compelling, gracious—the best, not the worst; the beautiful, not the ugly; 

things to praise, not things to curse. Put into practice what you 

learned from me, what you heard and saw and realized. Do that, 

and God, who makes everything work together, will work you 

into his most excellent harmonies. (Phil 4:4-9, The Message) 

May the Lord bless you and keep you.  

May the Lord make his face shine upon you. 

May the Lord be kind and gracious to you. 

And give you his peace. 

Together with you in Christ’s service, Rev. Dana Benson 

Interim Moderator’s Message 

By: Chuck Moon, Interim Moderator 

 Dear friends of St Andrew’s congregation, Owen Sound. 

In October, I was appointed by Grey Bruce Maitland Presbytery to 

serve as an interim moderator for St Andrew’s congregation in Owen Sound.  My responsibility as an interim 

moderator will be to provide leadership to the congregation during a transitional period following the departure 

of Rev. Dana Benson.   I am coming to lead the worship service on Sunday, December 3rd.   I will be preaching 

a sermon titled “What now? Where do we go from here?” 

I am looking forward to meeting you and learning more about God’s grace and blessing from you.   My 

initial focus as an interim moderator will be listening.  I desire to listen and learn more about who you are and 

what you are passionate about (issues/concerns as well as grace/blessing of God you have experienced as a 

congregation).  

I am a lifelong learner, and approach each day as an opportunity from God to learn, trust, love, serve, 

and forgive.   I am very grateful for my life journey; both its blessings and challenges.   I moved from Korea to 

Canada at the age of 16, and God has expanded my faith and views through this move.  I have found true 

strength and courage from God’s word (teachings of Jesus) and grace to embrace and overcome challenges I 

faced (as well as celebrating blessings); such as the death of my father and coming to Canada from Korea. I 

trust God, and I deeply care about sharing God’s good news, grace and healing with others, which is what led 

me into the Christian ministry.  

I am currently serving as a pastor at both Tolmie Memorial Presbyterian Church (Port Elgin, ON) and 

Knox Presbyterian Church (Burgoyne) since 2006.  I believe I am a much better person and a pastor than I was 

10 years ago, and I will continue to strive to become the best person I can be.    

I am also a husband, a father of two young children, and a child of God who searches for meaning in life 

daily. I graduated from Columbia Bible College (B.A. in Christian Counseling, Care-Giving) and from Trinity 

Western University (B.A. in Leadership).  I received the Master of Divinity from the Vancouver School of 

Theology. 
 

Next Communion 

Sunday December 3rd, 9:00 and 10:30 Services,  

with Rev. Chuck Moon, Interim Moderator. 
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Worship 

One/Two Service (s) Update: 

As many of you know, on June 24th, 2017, the Session passed a motion to move toward one service of 

worship effective Easter 2018.  This time line was to give people a chance to be a part of crafting a worship 

service that was diverse, creative, and honoured the many gifts within our congregation.  However, due to 

significant concern about this decision, the Session rescinded the motion on September 19th, 2017.    For the 

foreseeable future, St. Andrew’s will continue to offer 2 worship services each Sunday at 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

in the CE Hall and Sanctuary respectively. 

Upcoming Special Services: 

November 26th, 2017 – Rev. Dana’s last Sunday, baptism of Liam, Devin, and Clayton Conlan.  There 

will be ONE service this day at 10:30 a.m., followed by fellowship and lunch in the CE Hall. 

December 3rd, 2017:  Communion.  The services this day will be led by Rev. Chuck Moon (Interim 

Moderator), who will also officially preach the pulpit vacant on this Sunday.  

December 24th, 2017 – Christmas Eve.  TBA 

Choir 

New members are always welcome.  No experience is necessary and we will teach you everything that 

you will need to know.   Rehearsals this year will be Sundays at 9:30 and Sundays for one hour following the 

service.  We would be happy to welcome anyone who loves to sing and worship God with music.  Please 

consider joining us. 

Please speak to our choir director, Matthew Allard, or call Laurie James at 519-371-0063. 

 

Praise Team  

By: Paul Curley, Praise Team Leader 

Join the St. Andrew's Praise Team! 

Do you like to sing? Do you play an instrument, any 

kind of instrument? We would love to have you join 

us!! We play at the 9:00 service and practice on 

Thursday nights at 7:00. We sing contemporary Glory and Praise songs to God and lead the 

congregation to join us. So, if you'd like to sing and/or play an instrument, just talk to Paul or 

the Team at practice or after the service. I look forward to talking to you.     

Small Groups 

By: Dick Hibma, Small Group Leader 

The Sunday evening or Thursday evening Small Group has started up again this fall with a potluck at the 

Hibma’s on Sept. 8th.  We are continuing with another study in the Ray Vander Laan series That the World May 

Know, a 12-volume series. We are using Volume 7 called Walk as Jesus Walked. These studies take us to the 

lands where Jesus, Paul the Apostle, the prophet Elijah and others lived and taught.  They also put geographical 

and historical context to stories and events of the Scriptures. The lessons include a challenge to reflect on how 

we respond to the call to discipleship in this day and age. 

As a group, we have busy and changing schedules so we do exercise a great deal of flexibility and 

accommodation in deciding when we meet so as to get the best possible attendance. 

If you think you may be interested in participating in a Small Group feel free to speak to Dick or Sandra 

Lee Hibma, Craig Breen, Ann Fahrun, or David Kirkpatrick. 

 

Sandwich Makers 

By: Joan Burlington, Sandwich Maker Coordinator 

 Please consider helping us support the local outreach program at Union Place (Canadian Mental Health) 

on 2nd Ave East. Their daily brunch feeds many hungry folk in a small welcoming setting. Cooking classes and 

info for small job possibilities are only some of the positives offered. The 8 loves we prepare are always 

gratefully received. Bread and canned meat/fish are required the most. Thanks 

Statistics 

Baptisms: 1 – 3 coming up Nov 26th 

New Members: 3 

Deaths: 15 
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Library 
 By: Dee Renaud, Librarian 

     The Librarian’s Christmas List  

 We won’t ask any questions, we won’t charge overdues,  

we’ll gladly lend them back again anytime you choose.  

So, won’t you search your closets, and will you search your shelves?  

Enlist the happy energies of all those household elves.  

We hope that good St. Nicholas will bring you all you lack –  

  All we want for Christmas is our lost books back! (Library Lines, 1983) 
 

Anyone who wishes to donate to the library can do so by simply placing your cheque (made out to St. Andrew’s 

Presbyterian Church) or cash in an envelope and leaving it at the church office with Mary. All donations will be 

credited to your church givings. 

Your church library has a wide selection of Christmas books & DVDs to 

enjoy during the Christmas season. Please be considerate and return the DVDs in 

a timely manner so that others can enjoy them as well. 

  

New Canadians Committee 

A number of members of the New Canadians Committee gathered for a 

potluck at the Hibma’s on Oct. 16th. Although our obligation to Hawa and her children ended back in late 

February when they moved to Waterloo, some members of the group continue to visit the family maintaining 

valued relationships.  

We met to consider what to do with the residual funds that remain unspent from our time with the family 

here in Owen Sound. The congregation and the community had been very generous in supporting this venture 

resulting in a $6,396 balance. As these funds had been generously given to support resettling of refugees in the 

community we considered some current needs that we were aware of. One of those is the ESL program which 

continues to be run at the Alliance Church providing English language training to new Canadians from across 

the region. Another is a Syrian family brought to Hanover by a group of church communities which have 

moved to Owen Sound due to significant medical needs on the part of a couple / few of the family members. 

Our initial decision was to provide half of the remaining funds to the ESL program at the Alliance Church, 

benefitting the larger community of new Canadians, and the other half to the family from Hanover for their 

medical needs. If the Hanover family do not require this support then the remaining balance will also be turned 

over to the ESL program. 

We thank all those who contributed financially to this effort, and trust that you will support this 

decision. Serving as Christ would have us serve, the New Canadians Committee. 

 

Personnel  

By: Dick Hibma, Personnel Committee Chair 

The Personnel Committee is currently comprised of Mary Louise Cameron and Dick Hibma. Issues 

dealt with as of late include changes in staffing with respect to the position left vacant with the retirement of our 

long-time and much loved secretary, Nancy Robinson. We are grateful to Mary Wyrzykowski and Heather 

Wiebe for accepting and sharing the added responsibilities of covering this essential role within our church 

community. 

The Personnel Committee was also involved with performance evaluation of our Director of Music, 

Matthew Allard, and renewal of his contract.  

Of note, with the recent announcements and coming departure of Rev. Dana, there are a number of 

unfinished tasks for the committee, and more tasks upcoming. Our apologies to the current staff for not getting 

to some of these tasks in a timelier manner. 
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Congregational Nurse 

By: Bev Wilkins, R.N., W.I.P 

Many of you may have noticed that I sign my 

name with the letters W.I.P. following my surname.  I 

believe that these letters are one of the most forgiving 

lessons that you can give yourself and others.  They 

denote that God is not finished with me.  Yes, I am a 

Work In Progress. WIP.  I am forever learning and 

progressing.  We all make errors of judgement.  We all 

pass judgement.  We all have opinions when we don't 

have all the facts.  We all can assume that we know. 

How many times have you had to eat your 

words?  How many times are you thankful that you 

listened a little longer?  How many times have you 

remembered to say ‘I wonder what else is bothering 

her or him’?  Remember that if they, or you, knew any 

better you would not have done that.  Sometimes we 

have made a choice and suffered the consequences.  

Did you not in fact learn your best lesson from that? 

Finally, how many of us remember the 

wonderful choice of gratitude?  How many of us 

remember to say thank you--God is in charge?  When 

those tough things happen to us, and around us, how 

many times do we say thank you?  We rant inside; we 

blame someone around us or something. It is so much 

easier than taking responsibility for what unfolded. 

Instead, we must remember to ask: ‘what am I to learn 

from this?  Let's wait and see what good can come 

from this situation.  How can I turn this into something 

positive? God never gives us more than we can bear.  

It is His promise’. In the wisdom of Dr. Charles 

Stanley: “Get on your knees…Be silent…Pray 

longer...Listen longer, and hear the Holy Spirit's 

answer.”  I invite you to think about this. I do try to 

live it.  

 

Now, for the status of our Good Grief Groups (GGG). 

 

GGG #1, GGG 3# Alumni Group “Moving On” Third  

               Wed @ Joe Tomato’s, 5: 30 pm (Dec.20) 

GGG #2 Every other Friday 2 pm. (Nov.17) 

GGG #4 Every other Thursday 3 pm (Nov.30) 

GGG #5 Alumni Group for all who have lost someone.  

               Third Wed. as GGG #1 above 

GGG # 6 New group starting Friday Feb. 1st 2 p.m.   

               Please call to get signed up. 

GG private “companioning” -Tuesday afternoons.   

         Call me to book time. 519-372-8657   

Pray that we each remember that: “Life is 

change...growth is optional!!”  Add these words to 

your prayers.  Thank you, thank you, thank you...I am 

just a W I. P. 

Fellowship Nights 

You’re invited!  Please join us for our next Fellowship Event:  

Sunday, December 10th Christmas Carols and Christmas Skit 

“One Came Down at Christmas”, written by Rev. Kenneth 

Barker, at 4:00 p.m. followed by lasagna, Caesar salad, garlic 

bread & carrot cake at 5:00 p.m. Cost by donation. Please 

bring your own dishes! Please sign the attendance sheet on 

the office counter if you’re planning to attend to ensure that we have enough food for everyone.  

WMS 

By: Gerry Langlois, President 

    The members of our WMS group here at St Andrew’s wish to thank our congregation for their 

generous donations to WMS after our Mission Awareness Service. Over $670.00 was donated. These funds 

have been sent to the WMS Head Office in Toronto where they will be used to support two new projects: 

Reducing Gender Based Violence in Haiti, and the Kenora Fellowship Centre. Thank you for making a 

difference in the lives of others.  

Our district Fall Rally was held in Tiverton on September 21st, 2017.  As the year moves on, we will 

continue to follow our Purpose, "…in response to the love of God in Jesus Christ, we will encourage one 

another and all the people of the church to be involved in local and world mission through prayer, study, service 

and fellowship."  Our current dedicated members are Sandra Barker, Pat Edwards, Gerry Langlois, Gladys 

Pennacchietti, Marj Ray, Maxine Scott, and Marg Walter.  Our next meeting will be December 12th 2017, at 

1:45 in the lounge. We welcome guests and new members.  Peace be with you. 
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Fourth Friday 

By: Maureen McLaren 

September Fourth Friday was a great 

success. Thank you to all our wonderful 

presenters for sharing their stories of how 

they came to Canada.  For October Fourth 

Friday, we were fortunate to have a 

presentation by Jennifer Marett Flouride 

and Your Health. Our next date is 

November 24th, when we will be sharing 

some beautiful music, with carols led by 

Marianne Ford.  

If you would like more information, or 

would like to be on our calling list, please 

contact me 372-0622. All are welcome! 

Recycle:  

Used eyeglasses and eyeglass cases are cleaned and sorted by the staff of Dr. Dors and Dr. Traynors, 

Optometrists. Some are used to loan to clients for a trial time, before buying their own glasses, and others are 

sent to third world countries to be given to those who can't afford, but need them. 

Pop Can Tabs are collected by the Owen Sound Legion.  The money received pays for wheel chairs for those  

who need them. This charity began in 1988 at the Elora Legion and to date, over 2,000 wheel chairs have been 

donated by branches in South Western Ontario. 

STAQOS Report  

By: Janet Price, 376-6581 

The St. Andrew’s Quilters, Owen Sound, can be found most Wednesdays, having fun in the Chapel, 

from 9:00 am to about 2:30.  We do stop for morning coffee and treats, and we bring our lunch. Many of us 

have been heard to say that Wednesday is our favourite day of the week, and we are disappointed if we have to 

miss our quilting day. 

Proceeds from our quilting efforts are often directed to the Pantry Fund or OSHaRE, or the Busch 

Scholarship Fund.  We feel fortunate to be able to make a substantial contribution to such causes while having 

so much fun, producing beautiful work, sharing and learning together. Additional helpers are always welcome.  

If you are a novice quilter, we will teach you the needle-rocking technique on a small project of your own 

choice, and when you feel confident with your skills, you will be welcome to join us at the big quilt.  Come for 

the fellowship as you practice your skills.   

If you like to sew but not necessarily quilt, perhaps you would like to join us for a work day (more 

realistically it’s a play day) when we get together and sew on projects for Harvest Happening.  Watch the 

church bulletin for details about ‘sew days’! Check out the St. Andrew’s website for pictures of our happy 

group! If you have a quilt top that you would like to have quilted, or questions about the ‘sew days’, feel free to 

call me for details. 

Hostess Groups 

By: Helen Meneray, Coordinator 

If anyone has suggestions for discussion, please call or email me: 376-0669  pankhurstm@rogers.com. 

If you are not on a hostess group and wish to be involved, please let me know. We need everyone’s help to 

continue this challenging but worthwhile service.  At our meeting on Tues. October 17, 2017 the Group 

Convenors discussed the future of the groups.  It appeared unanimous that we continue, as we are happy to 

provide lunches for grieving families. 

November 24  
 

 

January 26 
 

 

February 23 
 

 

March 23 
 

 

April 27 

 
 

May 25 
 

 

June 22 

 

Carols 

With Marianne Ford 
 

Tripping Through India 

with Wayne & Sandra Richardson 
 

Food Grain Bank  

with Henry Reinders 
 

Author and Musician 

Rob Ritchie 
 

Victorian Styles  

with Wendy Tomlinson 
 

South West Local Health Integration Network 

with Jacqueline Doummar 
 

Musical Trio  

with Marianne Ford, Laurie James, Bruce Price 

 

mailto:pankhurstm@rogers.com
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Sunday School 

By: Pat Bell, Coordinator 

Please join your prayers of thanksgiving with mine for the faithful volunteers who offer ministry with 

children through Sunday School each time St. Andrew's gathers to worship. Heather Reid, Laurie James, Nancy 

Robinson, and Penny Fenwick may be found with children in Sunday School most Sundays, and on 

Thanksgiving Sunday Georgia Rutter was a welcome helper. We prepare for children who come to both 

services, Sundays @ Nine and Worship at 10:30 a.m.  Our curriculum is more suited for children up to Grade 4, 

but anyone is welcome because the truth of God's love for us, in Christ, is for everyone. 

Trustees Division of Interest   

Busch Memorial Fund – interest to provide bursaries to 

post-secondary students. 

Sloane Estate – interest used for “outreach”  

Morris Estate – interest to be used for staff training, 

professional development, in-service, etc. 

Manse Fund – interest to Board of Managers 

Ruth White Estate – interest to Board of Managers 

Judy Young Memorial – interest to Board of Managers for 

youth related projects 

McKerroll Estate – interest split between Choir and C.E. 

Committee 

Fred Miller Memorial Fund – interest only utilized to send 

children in need to camp. 

Mildred L. Murray Estate –  The interest from the $20,000 

cash legacy “is to be used by the said trustees at their sole 

discretion and as they see fit for youth work in the Counties 

of Grey and Bruce”. 

Anne Nash Estate – principal and interest to be utilized as 

necessary for the maintenance, repair, upgrading and 

enhancement of the physical building, equipment and 

grounds of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church.  

Sherry Fleming Estate – The stipulations are as follows: 

a) One third of the annual net income shall be used and 

applied for children and youth programs of the 

congregation as the Christian Education Committee 

may from time to time select subject to the approval of 

the Session. 

b) One third of the annual net income shall be used and 

applied for the support of the Choir and for the musical 

undertakings and programs of the Choir 

c) One third of the annual net income shall be used and 

applied for the Flower Committee to assist in its 

program of care and decoration of the sanctuary and 

premises of the Church.

Harvest Happening  

By: Diane Lewis 

Another successful year at HH this Fall! Although the rain made it somewhat unpleasant to venture 

outside, enough people remembered how much they had enjoyed themselves, that they came to experience our 

hospitality and purchase our wares yet again. 

Four 22 lb turkeys were made into pies and all were sold on Saturday. Three days of making beef pies saw 

many sales of pies on Saturday with a number left over for future 

purchases. Perhaps next year we will do more turkey pies as they 

seem to be more popular. A few beef remain, if you are interested 

or are fast enough! Please see Mary at the church office. 

Other items for sale from the Deli included quiches and 

beef casseroles. The Bakery sold out and the Preserves had only a 

few items remain as did Plants and Produce. Thanks to all who 

contributed items of sewing, knitting, cooking, collectibles, etc., 

or gave of their time and effort. Our financial gains are not yet 

final but currently we are well over $9000 in funds raised. 

Discussions on where these funds may be applied will 

take place on November 15 as part of our regular post HH 

meeting. Several items have been submitted for consideration. 

Watch the Bulletin for notices on how funds were allotted. 

 Congratulations again on this success. 
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Church Finances 

   


