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Passion	  101	  
 

As many of you know, one of my greatest passions is canoe tripping.  There is 
something about canoeing, and specifically wilderness tripping, that fulfills a part of me 
that isn’t full otherwise.  When I have a paddle in my hand and am out on the water, 
something changes inside of me and I feel more like myself.  I am so passionate about 
canoeing that I have spent years perfecting my skills, and increasing my knowledge about 
canoes and materials and routes and gear.  When I meet a fellow paddler, an immediate 
connection is made.  I am so passionate about canoeing that I want to share it with 
everyone I meet – how many times have I mentioned canoeing in my sermons….? And 
over the years, I have had many, many opportunities to use this passion to serve God’s 
people – through Christian leadership development among youth, to ministering to 
marginalized youth and youth at risk, through being a witness to the gospel with 
unchurched paddlers.   

What kinds of things are you passionate about?  What makes you really excited?  
What do you dedicate your spare time to?  If there was one thing that you could spend 
time doing for the rest of your life, what would it be?  

When we feel deeply and intensely about something (or someone), we usually say 
we are passionate about it. 

Well, today is called Palm Sunday.  It’s sometimes called Passion Sunday because 
it begins our celebration of Jesus’ Passion.  But thinking about Jesus’ passion is a little 
different than pursuing our own passions.  We all know what is coming up at the end of 
the week.  Jesus is about to be tried and mocked and abused and beaten and crucified.  
How can this be called “passion”?  Isn’t passion supposed to be something joyful?  What 
about this week could we possibly call passionate?  Sure we can call today a passion-
filled day.  After all, this is the day that Jesus comes to Jerusalem, led and followed by 
crowds waving palm branches, shouting and praising God and celebrating their new 
King!  There is certainly lots of passion today!  But the rest of the week?  Passion week? 

I thought we could think a little bit about what about Jesus life and impending death 
was passionate.  What was Jesus passionate about?   

Throughout the weeks and months and years leading up to what would be his last 
time in Jerusalem, what did Jesus do and say that revealed his passions to us?  Well, he 
healed the lame and the blind.  He loved the unlovable.  He showed grief, care, and 
compassion for his friends.  He taught about his Father’s kingdom.  He revealed who 
God/his Father was.  He invested in a small band of misfits and loved them into 
transformed and passionate disciples.  Everywhere he went he was surrounded by strong 
emotions:  sometimes anger, sometimes thankfulness, sometimes awe and reverence.  No 
matter how you think about it, Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem was filled with passion – on 
his part and on the part of those who kept company with him.  And the passion of all of 
these things that Jesus said and did was born out of his love for his Father, his obedience 
to his Father, and his self-giving love for everyone he met.  Jesus felt so intensely about 
the work of healing and restoring and bringing people to God, that he stopped at nothing 
to pursue whatever was required in order to make those things happen.   

His passion for God’s people drove him to travel great distances, confront the mis-
led authorities, challenge the empty traditions of an ancient religious system, and reach 
out to all who needed him.  His great desire to fulfill his mission didn’t waver or falter.  



D. BENSON 
April 13th, 2014 – Palm Sunday 

D. Benson 
Matthew 21; Luke 19 

2014-04-13  
2 

He was single mindedly devoted and dedicated to his mission.  He didn’t waste time 
doing things that had nothing to do with his passions.  He didn’t put them aside to 
appease anyone.  He held fast. 

And when he finally arrived in Jerusalem, knowing what he was about to endure, 
Jesus’ became even more passionate – as if that was possible.  What was the first thing 
Jesus did upon arriving in Jerusalem?  He got passionately angry!  He got so angry that 
he trashed the temple.  He got so upset that he wept over Jerusalem. He wept because the 
people there didn’t recognize him as God’s promised Saviour.  They rejected the 
outpouring love of God and it saddened him immeasurably.   His love for his Father, and 
for the relationship that the people had with his Father so consumed him that he was 
devastated. 

You see, the people had turned worship into a commodity.  They had made it 
financially oppressive for the poor to buy the necessary sacrifices because of the inflated 
prices that people were selling at.  The religious leaders had turned the place where God 
was present with his people into a capitalistic business venture.  Their spiritual lives had 
become so mundane, habitual  and unpassionate, that they had forgotten all about love for 
God. They had forgotten about love for one another.  

And despite his frustration that the people failed to get the point about God’s love, 
a few days later he demonstrated the extent of his passion for God’s people by taking 
their sin – everything that kept them from knowing God and experiencing the goodness 
of being children of God – he took everything on himself so that God’s people could be 
free from anything at all that would keep them from God’s love.  (video) 

Jesus’ passion – his profound and immeasurable love – for his people led him to his 
death. 

Now, we know that Easter is coming, and we will all, with varying degrees of 
passion and enthusiasm, celebrate Jesus’ resurrection. We will celebrate the fact that 
death has no power over us and the we really have been offered the gift of eternal life 
with God, and that this life has already begun in us by the Holy Spirit.  

But here today, I want you to think a little bit about what you are passionate about?  
What gets you revved up?  Jesus’ love and passion meant that he devoted his life, and his 
death, to making God’s people whole again, transforming their lives, transforming the 
world, giving hope and healing and love.  Are any of your passions like Jesus’ passion?  
Are there things that you love to do or be things that could be a part of Jesus’ ongoing 
ministry in the world?  Are you passionate about encouraging others?  Are you passionate 
about showing compassion for those who grieve or who are sick or who are sad?  Are 
you passionate about wood or art or fabric or music?  Are you passionate about numbers 
(I know, bizarre – but some people just love numbers!)?  Are you passionate about 
organizing?  Are you passionate about fixing things or about serving the homeless or 
marginalized?  Are you passionate about helping children catch a glimpse of God’s love 
for them?  Are you passionate about the bible and what it reveals to us about who God is?  
Are you passionate about history?  How can these passions serve God’s kingdom in a 
meaningful way –the way of healing and hope and love, just like Jesus’ passion did?  

God has given us all passions that help give our lives meaning.  They provide the 
framework for many of our important relationships.  They offer common ground for 
making new friendships.  And all of them, regardless of type, can be used to fulfill the 
greatest commandments – loving God and loving one another.   That very fact alone is 
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worth getting passionate about!  Wow – serving God in his kingdom.  Wow!  Serving 
people with love and self-giving!  Wow!  Seeing joy in others!  Wow! Witnessing the 
actual tangible present work of the God of the cosmos right here in our lives and in the 
lives of others!  Wow! 

Sometimes our God-given passions and gifts will lead us down a hard road.  They 
might lead us to Jerusalem.  And we all know what happened there.  But if we are going 
to be followers of Jesus, doesn’t that mean we follow in his footsteps?  Doesn’t that mean 
we go where he goes?  To the poor and the sick and the downtrodden.  To the great 
institutions to speak truth.  To worship?  To prayer?  To celebrating God’s love with 
friends and family?  To the cross in order to show how much God’s love means to us.  
But it also means that we sometimes run on ahead and behind, cheering and shouting, and 
waving our love, singing out our thanks and our love for God and what he has done for us 
in his Son, Jesus.   

This is Palm Sunday – but it’s also Passion Sunday.  It is a day when we think 
about what really got Jesus revved up.  And what got Jesus really revved up was showing 
the world and individual people how much God loved them, regardless of where they 
came from, what they had done in their lives, or how many mistakes they had made.   

So, as we journey toward the cross this week, think about Jesus’ passion. And think 
about your own.  And think about how Jesus’ passions and your passions mighty meet 
somewhere along the road.   And then say, Wow!  Praise and thanks be to God for these 
incredible gifts! 
 


