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The Treasure and the Pearl 
Matthew 13:44-46 
 
Everybody loves a good treasure hunt.  One Christmas several years ago, my brother 
gave me a GPS unit.  Everyone else got a card with some coordinates on it.  So that 
Christmas, we all put on our boots and bundled up and went for a treasure hunt.  We 
hiked all over my parents’ property, through the bush and the hayfields, until we found 
each set of coordinates and the gift that my brother had put there.  It was a great 
adventure, and the thrill of the hunt was just as exciting as finally reaching the right 
destination and finding the hidden treasure. 
 
That was my first “geocaching” adventure.  For those of you who aren’t aware, 
geocaching is like a big treasure hunt on a global scale. And there are treasures hidden all 
over the world:  over 2.5 million geocaches throughout the world, with over 6 million 
geocachers worldwide.  The basic rules of the game:  somebody will hide a box with a 
few trinkets in it, upload the coordinates to a centralized website, and then anyone in the 
world is free to go and find it.  
 
Over the last couple of years, our family has discovered the joy of geocaching around 
Owen Sound.  It is especially exciting for the kids.  I have an app on my phone, which 
functions as the GPS unit, and off we go, following the compass through various parks 
(Harrison Park, Inglis Falls, The Pottawatomi Conservation Area), until we find the wee 
little box hidden in a rocky crevice or in a hole in a tree stump or under a fallen log.  
Then we have the opportunity to open up the treasure box and exchange one of its 
treasures with something we have brought to add to the stash.  Everybody loves a good 
treasure hunt. 
 
But in order for a treasure hunt to be worth all that effort, you have to have some idea that 
the treasure at the other end is of some value – it’s worth trampling through the bush, it’s 
worth getting scratched by brambles and thorns, it’s worth an exhausting hike, it is more 
valuable than purchasing a ready made treasure at the store.  It is better than anything else 
you could imagine as far as treasures go. 
 
Throughout this series, we have been talking about the hiddenness and the mystery of the 
kingdom, the way it springs up where you might not expect it in a way that you hadn’t 
quite anticipated.  As far as these two short parables go, they certainly follow these 
themes we have been exploring.  The kingdom is something that is hidden, or not yet 
found, but of such incredible value that one would risk everything just to have it.  
 
But there is also an important shift in the parables that we need to look at.  Unlike the 
other parables we have looked at so far, these two parables are addressed directly to the 
disciples, not to the crowds.  The reason for this is evident in the parables themselves. In 
the parable of the sower or the wheat and weeds or mustard seed, the emphasis is on the 
nature of the kingdom and the God of that kingdom – the way the God’s kingdom is 
worked out in the world and the sovereignty of God over how he will work it out.   
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Up until now the parables of the kingdom have been mostly about observing and bearing 
witness – looking for the kingdom, expecting the kingdom, waiting for it to pop up in 
unexpected places.  It hasn’t really been about “becoming” a certain kind of soil, but 
about the nature of the Sower and the seed.  It hasn’t been about separating the wheat 
from the weeds, but about being patient in the time between now and when God will 
finally deal with the harvest.  It hasn’t been about making something wonderful happen 
from a small and insignificant beginning, it has been about resting in the shade of the 
tree. 
 
But now, now the parables shift.  Now Jesus turns to his disciples who have been seeing 
the kingdom take shape and grow and bloom all around him and says – “see this treasure?  
Come and get in on it!”  The parables of the hidden treasure and the pearl are parables 
that inspire a response beyond simply bearing witness to the kingdom.  Clearly, there is 
something that the person who wants the treasure or the pearl must do.  He or she must 
risk everything, give everything, forsake everything to obtain it.   
 
Jesus’ followers had an experience and a knowledge of God’s presence with them that 
was of such tremendous value that they risked everything for it.  The treasure, the pearl, 
was Jesus himself – the embodiment of God’s heavenly kingdom on earth.  It was the 
power and presence of Jesus that healed the sick, cured the lame, raised the dead, loved 
the unlovable, wept with the grieving, ate with those whose morals were questionable, 
and kept company with the outcasts.  It was the power and presence of Jesus that forgave 
the sins of many, that emboldened the faith of the faithless, and that inspired the 
allegiance of a rather odd and unlikely band of followers.  All of this in the person of 
Jesus.  The power of the God of heaven and earth physically present on earth.  This is 
mystery – who can explain it. This is the treasure and the pearl.  And it is in this that 
God’s redeeming love for his creation is spread, worked out, and worked into the world.  
Who wouldn’t risk everything for a treasure like that?  Jesus says to his disciples, “you 
know the mystery of the kingdom because you know me.  Paul reminds Christians that 
their lives are hidden with God in Christ.  So if we really want to find ourselves, we need 
to look to Jesus Christ: who he is and what he is doing in the world.   
 
Now, just like it would have been easy to diminish the parable of the sower to a fable 
about becoming good moral soil, it would be easy to confront people about the level of 
their material comfort and whether they have truly sacrificed everything for the sake of 
the kingdom.   The problem with both of these approaches is that they reduce the good 
news of God’s kingdom among us, however hidden or mysterious it might be, to 
becoming good moral people rather than becoming followers, knowers, and lovers of 
Jesus –becoming people who hold the treasure and who know the value of the treasure.  
Even so, discipleship is costly and requires significant sacrifice.  It requires prioritizing 
and making choices about where to invest time and resources.  And it requires putting 
some things aside. 
 
There have been times in my life when I have had to consider whether the treasure of 
God’s kingdom (the presence and power of Jesus Christ, in and through the Holy Spirit), 
is worth the effort. It would be a heck of lot easier to let my kids believe in Santa Claus 
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or the Easter Bunny, rather than have to explain to them that no matter what the world 
around them says, Christmas isn’t about a big guy in a red suit giving out stuff to children 
who already have too much, and that Easter isn’t about bunnies that lay chocolate eggs. 
And it would be lot easier to forget about developing the spiritual disciplines of prayer 
and scripture reading and building community and instead zone out in front of the 
television.   And maybe it would be nice to sleep in on Sunday morning.   
 
And perhaps I could do all of that if I didn’t already know about Jesus.   Perhaps I could 
do all of that if I thought that the treasure of the kingdom was just like everything else in 
the world – an option of equal value to all the other options out there.  Perhaps I could do 
that if I believed that Jesus was a great moral teacher who continues to inspire good 
works from good people.   
 
But I’ve met the treasure.  I have experienced the reality of God’s kingdom in the world, 
in the person of Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit.  I have witnessed God’s 
power in and over creation; I have known the incomparable love and faithfulness of 
Jesus.  Jesus says to his disciples, to you and me, “to you has been given to know the 
mystery of the kingdom of heaven, and that mystery is me.  It is my presence, my power, 
my saving love.”  The mystery is that God keeps his covenant of love and faithfulness 
with his people in and through Jesus, and invites us to share in it.  And once you have 
caught a glimpse of that treasure, everything else pales in comparison. 
 
At the end of the day, each of us must decide what treasures we are going to devote our 
lives to attaining and keeping.  For some, that decision will be clouded by distractions, 
diversions, cultural trends, and even by false treasures.  But those who call themselves 
disciples of Jesus are called to hold on to something that far surpasses any treasure the 
world could ever offer:  the treasure of God himself, and his heavenly kingdom being 
worked out on earth.  Clinging to that treasure means participating in Jesus’ ongoing 
ministry of healing and making whole and loving and forgiving and saving not only here 
and now, but also forever and ever.  
 
Who wouldn’t give up everything to get in on a kingdom where the hungry really are fed, 
where the sick really do receive the medicine they need to be well, where the oppressed 
really are set free and the injustices in the world really are made right, where the dying or 
the grieving are never alone, where the unloved and abused and afraid and lonely really 
are drawn into communities of care and belonging. That is what Jesus has been doing 
through his millions and millions of disciples throughout history.  And that is what Jesus 
is doing through his disciples all over the world.  Right now.  Who wouldn’t give 
everything to get in on a treasure like that?    
 


