
A Centurion's Faith 

 

Ephesians 3:17-19 

Luke 7:1-10 

 

All the NT books, accounts of events, took place in territory controlled by 

the Roman Empire.  From the decree sent out from Ceasar Agustus that all 

the world should be taxed to the imprisonment of John on the Isle of Patmos 

where he received the revelations, we see the imprint of Rome. 

 

Along the way we meet 7 Centurions 

1. One who sent word to Jesus about his sick servant 

2. Another was in charge of the crucifixion of Christ and he was the one 

who made the declaration upon the death of Christ,  Truly this was the Son 

of God. 

3. In the book of Acts we read of a centurion named Cornelius who was a 

devout man 

4. there were the 2 Centurions who took Paul to Felix under heavy guard to 

protect Paul from the mob. 

5. There was the centurion who was in charge of Paul on his voyage to 

Rome who protected Paul when the ship began to sink. 

 

In all the Centurions there was something to admire 

In some of the Centurions there was much to be admired 

On one Centurion there was everything to be admired. 

 

About his centurion in which there was everything to be admired, 

what made him so special? 

 

 

 

 

 



1.He was no ordinary man.  

 

  Polybius, the historian, gave the qualifications of a Centurion:  “not so much as 

seekers after danger, as men who can command, steady in action, reliable, not overly 

anxious to rush into the fight but when it comes down to it, be willing to hold ground and 

die at his post.”  This man was a soldier and that sets him apart from many other men.  

He led a life that called for courage, even in the face of death. 

 

Col Bert AA Kennedy was the commanding officer of the Hastings and Prince Edward 

Regiment.    After the war commanding officer of Grey Simcoe Foresters and Hydro 

Commissioner in Owen Sound.  

Farley Mowat huddled beside a kerosene lantern and tried to read a poem given to him 

by Major Alex Campbell. 

 

Oh God, who takes men's pain away 

Now in my spirits fight with fear 

Draw near, dear God,draw near, draw near 

Make me more willing to obey 

Help me to merit my command 

And if this be my fatal day 

Reach out , oh God,thy helping hand 

These men of mine must never know 

How much afraid I really am 

Help me to stand against the foe  

So they will say; he was a man  

 

The next day, Christmas Day, Major Campbell was killed in Action. 

 

When you think of the men and women who serve your country, 

Think kindly, think kindly.  These are no ordinary people. 

 

 

 



2.This Centurian had an unusual attitude toward a slave 

  He loved his slave and was willing to do anything and everything for him. 

In general , a slave meant nothing  to no body.  A Roman writer advised farmers , on a 

yearly basis to,” sort through their implements, and throw out all their worn and broken 

pieces. And do the same with your slaves.  When a slave was no longer able to work and 

had become useless they were to be thrown out to die.  

 

3. This Centurion was deeply religious man 

    He had more than just a passing interest in religion, he built a synagogue 

for the Jews. He didn't just talk religion, he lived and gave according to his religious 

beliefs. 

 

The question was asked ,  “How do you know when a person is truly converted ?  “ the 

reply was, `When they begin to serve God, the last thing they give over to God is their 

pocket books, when thst happens you know they are serving God.” 

` 

Not every one is that enthusiastic about giving to support the local church. 

Maybe you heard about the three men, brothers, Scotch and good Presbyterians too  

They did not like to contribute to the offering of the church and made sure they came late 

so the plates were passed before they entered the sanctuary. 

One Sunday morning as usual they slipped in late, sat down with smug looks on their 

faces, thinking they had done it again.  To their surprise the minister stood up and  

apologized for running a bit late in the service and at the same time he called for the 

mornings offering to be collected.  He looked down and saw those three Scotch brothers 

squirming in their seats,   relishing the moment  he said to himself. `Well now lads, we 

got you now, you`ll have to dip in and get some money and put it on the plate.`    He had 

no sooner whispered that to himself  when, one of the Scotch men fainted and the other 2 

carried him out. 

 

4. This centurion had an unusual love for the Jew 

    This was strange because normally the Jew hated the gentile and the 

gentile considered the Jew as superstitious, barbaric and a filthy race.  But this Centurian 

showed great love towards the Jew. 



 

 

5. He understood God    

   Suppose I had a power drill in my hand.   

  I begin to point out some of the features and functions of that drill.  It is cordless, 

 you don't have to plug it in. You read what I”m saying ?  Right here is the chuck- 

 a key-less chuck, you don`t  have to go looking for the key all the time.   Got 

 that ?  Will take drills up to 5/8 inch.  Know what I'm saying ?  Drill comes 

 with and extra battery.  Know what I'm talking about ?  Through all this I am 

 saying         Do you understand ? 

 

 

This Centurion is saying,  Lord I understand you. I draw from my own experience.  All I 

have to do in my authority is give a command and it is done.  I understand your authority 

and ability to do whatever you chose, at your command.  Lord, I understand, I know you 

can do it. 

 

Twice in Scripture Christ is said to have marvelled  when he marvelled st the unbelief of 

the Jew and when  he marvelled at the faith of this Centurion.  A faith that said God can 

do it and I believe it. 

 

Are we at that place in our faith ?  Is your church at that place in your faith that you are 

not afraid to trust God for not only good things but for great things?  When you run short 

of workers here at St Andrews are you able to pray in faith to the Lord of the harvest that 

he would send forth labourers .  Are you willing to pray and believe that God will fill this 

church again ?  We really need to give this thikng a try because we know it has been said,  

“You have not because you ask not. “  

 

Great things often have a very insignificant beginning. But if we do what we do for the 

Glory of God, who knows what can be accomplished. 

 

Going to tell you a story about some dishes, a prayer and a knock on the door. 


