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Becoming God’s People: Forging Identity in Worship and Community 
 
Change is one of those things that we each respond to a little differently. There are some 
people who crave change. These are the people who, once they have made a change of 
some kind, are almost immediately on the lookout for the next change.  I have a friend 
whose need for change is so great that she repaints the walls of her house several times a 
year.  No sooner is the last coat of paint dry that she is standing back and wondering what 
colour is next.   
 
I don’t crave change, but I do require a certain amount of it.  I used to satisfy my need for 
change by changing my hairstyle. It wasn’t a big thing, but it was a small thing I could 
control and make my own.  So, I went from short to long, back to short to spiky to 
bleached out blond to Ronald McDonald red, etc.  As I get older, my need for change 
decreases, but every now and then I need to move the furniture around or something to 
get a different perspective on things.  Those are rather trivial examples, but I approach 
necessary change the same way – I like to imagine what could be. 
 
Then there are the people who are change-resistant.  These are the people for whom 
change is a four-letter word.  And it doesn’t matter how much sense a particular change 
makes, they just can’t get their heads around doing something differently.  These are the 
people who thrive in the familiar and who find security in the known.  These are usually 
the people who are the keepers and protectors of our rich traditions and history. 
 
I’m willing to bet that we have both of these kinds of people sitting here today, and a 
whole bunch more somewhere in between these two ends.   
 
It’s no secret that this congregation has faced some significant changes over the last 
several years.   Your leaders, who, for decades, were a part of the fabric of this 
congregation and community and who helped shape your identity as a church, retired or 
moved on. You welcomed a new minister who is different than any of your previous 
ministers in almost every way. Over the last few years, culminating in this past month, 
there have been significant changes with respect to musical leadership in both services. 
This congregation has faced a significant number of deaths and there have been changes 
in the health and mobility of members.  Add to all of that the little unintentional changes 
in the way we do things that just occur because different people are involved in 
leadership, and the normal challenges that face every community made up of people, and 
you are confronted with some serious questions around identity.  Who are we? What are 
we doing here?  Why do we show up every Sunday morning?  Do we have a purpose?  
Are we making an impact? Who is God calling us to be and what is God calling us to do? 
 
Those questions naturally bring about significant stress and anxiety not just about the 
future, but about our present as well.  For those whose appetite for change is strong, our 
current situation as a congregation represents a remarkable opportunity for growth, 
creativity, and new life.  For those who are wary of change, these questions can be 
immobilizing and lead to a feeling of lostness.   
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And yet, in the midst of change and transition, we have been called here today by God 
and formed together as Christ’s body.  We have come together to worship in spirit and 
truth, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  And after this service we will have some 
conversation around our worshiping future together.  What I would like to do briefly is 
reset our varying degrees of anxiety about change in the context of how our identity is 
formed within a worshiping and serving community. For Christians, identity is always 
forged in in the context of worship and community.  They go hand in hand.  And identity 
formation always necessitates change. 
 
Let me offer an example of how these go together.  The day that I gave birth to my first 
child was a day of identity change.  It wasn’t so much that one day I went home with a 
baby – that was a change.  The identity part of the change, the part that transformed me 
into a mother, took place in the process of living life with a new baby and of becoming 
attentive to the being of that new life in my midst. As I incorporated new habits into my 
life – diaper changing, sleepless nights, figuring out how to soothe an inconsolable child, 
finding joy in slobber, watching the wonder of a child at seeing a butterfly – I became a 
different person – I became a mother whose priorities changed, whose concept of 
personal freedom changed, whose way of looking at the world and the future that awaits 
my children changed.  It is in the doing of motherhood that I became a mother.   
 
I think the same process works its way out as Christians become disciples of Jesus, 
worshipers of God, and bearers of God’s glory.  When the Israelites left Egypt things 
changed.  They were freed from slavery.  They left a particular (and familiar) place to go 
somewhere else.  But they had to learn how to be the people God was calling them to be.  
So, they spent several decades learning how to live together differently as a different kind 
of people.  And they learned how to do that as they were attentive to the presence and 
will of God in their midst.  They learned how to worship, how to pay attention to God, 
how to pray. It wasn’t easy.  At several points along the way they griped and complained 
and begged to go back to the way things were.  Because ‘the way things were’ is always 
easier than getting to where they could be.  But God was faithful, and he continued to 
lead them into a new way of understanding themselves as God’s way of blessing the 
world around them.  The reality was that they couldn’t live in the promised land as the 
slaves they had been in Egypt.  God had called them to freedom, and they needed time to 
form that new identity so that they could thrive in the land God was showing them and 
fulfill God’s purposes for them. 
 
Paul speaks of a similar transformation that the fledgling church in Colossae was 
undergoing.  Earlier in the chapter that we read this morning, Paul reminds the church 
that they have been raised with Christ and should therefore set their minds and hearts on 
the things of Christ.  And because of their new reality of new life with Christ, they 
needed to be clothed and renewed with the love of Christ.  The previous customs that 
they had followed or ideas about who belonged had been replaced by a new way of being 
– a new identity.  Now they had been raised with Christ.  Now they had the peace of 
Christ to dwell in them by the Holy Spirit.  And the way they were to respond to that new 
reality, the way they were to live into that new identity, was to clothe themselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.  They were to bear with one 
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another, forgive one another, love one another, to be thankful, to teach and admonish one 
another in all wisdom, and with gratitude sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.  
They were to do everything, in word and in deed, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
(Gal 3:12-17).   
 
What we have in Paul’s letters is a description of how the early church was working out 
its new identity as Christ’s people in the context of the world they lived in.  The 
challenges that each church faced were often unique to the city they happened to be in.  
But the bottom line was always the same: as you come to know the God whom Christ 
reveals, as you live together in his presence, being attentive to his work in your lives, 
your identity and purpose as his children will become clear.  God forms his people, gives 
them purpose and identity as they move closer to him in worship, and as they explore his 
presence in their midst living together in authentic communities of love and service. 
 
This congregation is at a pivotal point of transformation.  Things aren’t the same as they 
were fifteen years ago or even five years ago. And they shouldn’t be.  We don’t live in 
Egypt anymore, or the 80s or even the 90s.  Some of the changes you have faced have 
fragmented parts of the body.  But I believe God is calling us to a new understanding of 
how we live out our lives as his people in this time and place.  The question for is us who 
is God calling us to be here in this time and in this place.  
 
I believe that scripture teaches us that we will discover the answer to those questions as 
we worship and commit ourselves to living together in community – as we, together as a 
body, direct our attention toward God in prayer, in praise, in thanksgiving, as we serve 
one another and our community with sacrificial love.  I believe God is calling us to 
something big and wonderful and beautiful and resurrected.  And I believe that if we 
allow ourselves to pray boldly, and then be obedient to God’s call, moving forward with 
courage and trust rather than fear and anxiety, we will see the power of God moving in 
ways that we could never have imagined.   
 
As we continue to think about how we are going to worship together, think about how 
growing into our identity as God’s beloved people, bearing his image in the world, and 
how we are called to serve our neighbours in His name will be shaped by our worship 
here.  How does what we sing shape us as God’s people?  How does our music proclaim 
the goodness and glory of God?  How do our prayers shape us as God’s people and help 
us become more attentive to God’s wisdom and leading?  How does listening to the Word 
read and preached equip us to become more mature and grow into the fullness of Christ?  
As we come together to worship, the Spirit leads us more deeply into fellowship with 
God.  And there in the heart of God we see more clearly the face of Christ, whose image 
we bear.  Let us offer ourselves up to God, and pray for God’s wisdom and direction, so 
that we will become more fully the people God is calling us to be.  So that we will answer 
God’s call to follow Christ into whatever big and wonderful and beautiful and resurrected 
future he is calling us to. 
 


