
It is finished 

 

Psalm 22: 16-31   

John 19: 19-30 

 

Every so often we hear of someone who has retired and they feel there is nothing 

to do.  I am the very opposite.  I've got too many things to do and can't seem to get 

to the place where I can say that any of my projects are complete, that I got it 

done, that it is finished. 

 

I may be in good company: 

 

Mount Rushmore was never completed and probably will never be completed. The 

sculptor originally planned to have the carvings come down to the waist. 

 

Michelangelo would often begin a project only to abandon it in a fit of anger.  

When he did he left more unfinished works than ones he had completed 

 

Alexander the Great conquered Greece, Persia, Asia Minor,   Mesopotamia, 

Babylon, Media and India.  How much more would he have achieved in life if he 

had not died at the age of 33. 

 

Mt Rushmore,  Michelangelo,  Alexander,  their works unfinished 

But Jesus Christ said of His work,    “It is Finished” 

 

We should be clear on this point     Jesus said, “ It is finished”   not   “I am 

finished.” 

 

His death was not an accident, but it was a part of God's plan 

 

In our English we have the words   “It is finished” 

But  in the Greek it is one word  “tetalestia” 

 



 

 

This is the greatest word ever uttered by the greatest man of all time. 

It is a word that terrified hell and sent a thrill running through the streets of heaven 

 

This word is not a word of  whimper.  It is not a cry of defeat, 

it is a word of victory and triumph. 

 

Tetalestia is verb used in the perfect tense meaning   It is finished in the past,     

and it is finished in the present  and it will continue  

to be finished in the future. 

 

 

Nothing more could be done to add to the work that was accomplished at Calvary 

 

tetalestia word the farmer understood.  

  He used it to describe a perfect animal.  Couldn't be any healthier, couldn't 

look any better.  Couldn't be more alert.  Couldn't be any more easier to handle.  

The animal was  tetalestia.   – complete. 

 

Word the carpenter understood.  

  He measured,  cut,  sanded,  glued,  and painted his piece of furniture.  

Nothing else could be done to make it any more complete.  It was tetalestia  

finished and complete 

 

Word an artist understood  

 He looked at his work on canvas  not one more stroke of the brush was needed 

to finish the work.   It was tetalestia    - finished. 

 

Word the banker understood   

  When a person paid their loan in full he would stamp the note with word 

tetalestia.   It is finished.   Paid in full 

 



 

 

Three important places this word is used in Scripture 

1. Genesis 2:1 referring to the creation of God's works 

2. Used in John (our scripture today) salvation of God's works 

3. Used in Rev 10:9 and Rev 15:17 referring to the completion of His works 

 

I am not sure how many hockey fans we have in this gathering today but if there 

are any you may recall the unforgettable  final game of the 2014 Stanley cup 

playoffs. 

 

Chicago is down by a goal, the clock is ticking.  The game is almost over, 

Only a few minutes left on the clock.  Andrew Shaw has possession of the 

puck – he shoots !  -he scores ! 

The game is tied,  the teams are forced into  into over- time. 

The tension on the ice is incredible, the fans roar,  and every player is giving 

everything he has and more.   Fighting for the ultimate goal, the Stanley Cup. 

 

Then it happens   

Andrew Shaw is on the ice, the puck is on his stick,  - he shoots   - he scores.    

That's it,  The game is over !!  The series over !!  Chicago has won the Stanley 

Cup.  They have the prize.  And when Andrew Shaw gets his turn he hoists the cup 

above his head,   a head battered and bruised, blood flowing down all over his face 

--but he is victorious.  He got the job done.  It is Finished,  nothing else to do to 

win the Cup.  Tetalestia. 

 

A blood covered Saviour hanging on the cross cried out it is finished.  The game is  

over and God wins !!   and he holds up the trophy, the trophy of man kinds 

redemption  so that thousands and thousands of people all over the world would 

come to realize the love of God and accept that love and allow that love to guide 

them for the rest of their lives. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The hymn writer, Horatio G Spafford wrote 

 

My sin, oh the joy of this glorious thought 

My sin, not in part but the whole 

is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord O my soul 

 

He goes on to write;    It is well with my soul 

 

I would like to tell you a story about a man called James 

 

He started a butcher shop in Colorado but it didn't work out. 

Went to Wyoming , started working in sales in a dry goods store. 

Soon he had his own store, in fact surprisingly soon he had 3 more stores. 

In the next 5 years he would own 34 stores . 

 

He was so successful he moved to New York where he became chairman of the 

board and by 1917 he had over 1400 stores. 

 

Then his world collapsed 

 

His wife died unexpectedly giving birth to their son. 

He wandered the streets looking for alcohol. 

6 years later the stock market crashed .   James was ruined and in 3 years he lost 

all he had.  He was mentally broken and he entered a sanitorium in Battle Creek 

Michigan.  One morning after he was there for a while he heard singing, and 

followed sound and discovered workers singing a hymn before going to work. 

Words shook him :  “Be not dismayed what' er be tide, God will take care of you.” 

 



The words grabbed him and in a short while at 56 years of age JC Penny was back 

to work. 

 

By 1951,  JC Penny had 50,000 employees 

He lived to 95 and at his funeral conducted by Norman Vincent Peale, 1500 voices 

sang God will take care of you. 

 

Christ was willing to be forsaken for you 

He was willing to pay the full price for your salvation 

so that He could take care of you    

 

Amen 

 

 

 


