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Glory Light 
Mark 9:2-9; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
 
What are we to do with events like the transfiguration?  There on a lonely mountain top, 
Jesus is transformed into a brilliant spectacle of God’s glory, accompanied by Moses and 
Elijah, two of the most extraordinay figures of the Old Testament. The bible recounts 
several other similarily mysterious events: the cloud and fire that led the Israelites 
through the wilderness, Moses’ shining, radiant face, the fantastical whirlwind and fire 
that took Elijah into heaven.  These are events that fire the imagination in profound ways. 
They provoke poetry and drama, art and music.  They inspire us to move deeper into 
understanding the nature of God.  They drive us to our knees in wonder and awe at God’s 
glory and power. 
 
These kinds of biblical events are complex, and understanding them can be a challenging 
task.  This is especially true in the ‘englightened’ kind of world that we live in today, 
where scientifically implausible events such as these only happen in science-fiction 
stories.   
 
There have been theological papers and sermons aplenty about the transfiguration, its 
majesty, and the other Old and New Testament events it is connected to.  I have preached 
some of those sermons in the past.  But today I want to draw your attention to just one 
thing:   something I’m going to call “glory-light”.  We can all name various kinds of 
lights in the world:  candle light, flashlight, day light, sunlight, moon light, pot light, 
fluorescent or LED light, night light, inner light… When I think about this passage and 
others like it, what is impressed upon me most is the incredible light that is connected to 
God’s glory.  What I’m calling glory-light is the radiance, brilliance, spendor that is 
generated by God’s glory, and that beams forth from all those whom God’s glory 
touches.  This is a kind of light that isn’t explanable by any scientific standard.  
 
But whom among us have seen the kind of light display that is described on the mountain 
top at the transfiguration?  Whom among us has seen with our own eyes the sheer power 
required to set the skies on fire, or see the splendor that radiates forth from someone who 
has been encountered by the presence of God? Most of us may have a vague or abstract 
kind of impression of the kind of glorious light-show that reflected God’s power, 
presence, and holiness that some of our biblical ancestors experienced,  but God’s glory 
and the light associated with it aren’t immediate, tangible realities in our daily lives.  For 
those of us who haven’t had the privilege of witnessing the whirlwind of glory, or the 
blinding light of radiance, how to we encounter God’s glory?  What does glory-light look 
like? 
 
Simply put, it looks like Jesus. John tells us that God is glorfied in Jesus (John 13:31). 
“The Son of Man is seen for who he is and God is seen for who he is in him. The moment 
God is seen in him, God’s glory is on display” (John 13:31, The Message).  Paul says that 
the glory of God is present in the face of Jesus Christ - “For it is the God who said, “Let 
light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”  (2 Cor 4:6).   
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What does the face of Jesus look like?  It looks like the making of the New Creation:  
healing, reconciling, forgiveness, making whole what was broken, restoring community 
and belonging, self-sacrificing love.  If you want to know what God’s glory looks like, 
look to Jesus and where Jesus is present.  All of God was pleased to dwell in him.  In 
Jesus, the intangible is made concrete and embodied.  And in Jesus Christ, we see God 
clearly for who he is.  You will remember that when Moses came down from the 
mountain, face aglow with the glory of God’s presence, he had to veil his face because 
the glory-light was too much for the people to bear.  But in Jesus Christ, the veil is 
removed and we see God clearly for who he is, reconciling all creation to himself in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
We might wonder what the glory-light of God, which is so ‘other’, and so holy, and so 
divine, has to do with us.  On the one hand, it has nothing to do with us.  The nature of 
God isn’t dependent on the creation or anything in it.  God’s glory exists simply because 
God is God, and God is impressive all on his own.  On the one hand, the glory of God is 
all about God.  
 
But on the other hand, the glory-light of God is revealed in his Son, Jesus Christ, and 
Jesus has everything to do with us.  Paul tells us that because of our participation in His 
life, we too are being transformed from one degree of glory to another with unveiled 
faces (2 Cor 3:18).  What a minute!  We are being transformed from glory to glory?  
Aren’t I just plain old me?  Isn’t the person sitting next to you just an ordinary person?  
Not according to scripture.  We, each of us, as we participate in the life and work of 
Jesus, share, reflect, radiate his glory-light into the world.  Look at the person sitting next 
to you – there also is one who is being transformed from glory into glory.  And where 
there is healing and reconciliation and self-sacrificing love that reflects how God is 
making all things new, there also is the glory-light of God.  There might not be a grand 
light show, but wherever Jesus is present, so is the glory of God.   
 
What this all boils down to for us today is this:  the world is desperately trying to catch a 
glimpse of the glory-light of God.  The world is longing to be convinced that there is 
something more out there, something ultimate, something that makes everything else 
make sense, something that can effect peace, healing, and wholeness in a broken world.  
The world needs that something that is wholly and completely transcendent, that has the 
power to re-create the world in love.  And that something is a someone. The light of 
God’s glory, and the sheer power of God’s glory (radiance, holy splendor, heavenly fire, 
beaming and piercing light) is revealed in the person of Jesus Christ, made known to us 
by the Holy Spirit.   
 
Andrew King is a poet, who among other things, writes a weekly blog guided by the 
lectionary.  For this week, Transfiguration Sunday, he wrote a poem about the glory-light 
of God revealed in Christ Jesus.  But he brings the light “home”, so to speak.  He gives 
shape to the present reality of God’s glory in our own lives here and now.  And he draws 
attention to the fact that the church, the body of Christ in the world, is the means by 
which God continues to shine his light into a dark world.  It’s us.  Andrew King invites us 
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to comprehend the weight of such a reality, but also the incredible joy that comes in 
being transformed from glory into glory, until the whole world will see the light of God, 
and “nations will come to [his] light” reflected through us (Isa 60:3)   
 
 

THE LIGHT WE’VE BEGUN TO 
KNOW 
(Mark 9: 2-10; 2 Corinthians 4: 3-6) 
 
By: Andrew King 
 
We think we know light’s movements – 
the way sun’s rays can play across 
the surface of the water, the way 
it falls from candle flame, or 
softly sifts through leaves to lift 
the petals on their stems, opening up 
each blossom like a blessing. 
 
We think we know light’s gradients – 
the way it can take the shade of rain 
or break into the colours of the rainbow; 
the way it burns a hole in blue 
from the blazing summer sun; 
or reddens clouds before it gives 
night’s gift of stars and moon. 
 
We think we know light’s stories – 
like the glow that shone from Moses’ skin 
as he brought the law in stone down 

from the mountain; or the brilliance 
of the fire of the chariot and riders 
that swept to heaven the prophet named 
Elijah. 
 
But today the light we thought we knew 
has taken on new radiance, has made 
an unexpected move, is telling a new story; 
it dazzles the eyes but more our hearts, 
for this is the light embodied: this 
is the light of the knowledge of God 
that shines in the face of Jesus. 
 
Nor is this the final story 
that the light in Christ will tell: 
the veil that is lifted so briefly 
upon his unseen glory drops again; 
the tale to remain untold 
until his rising from the dead – when 
the light we’ve begun to know 
 
makes its home in the church, 
to reveal his glory in us, 
and transfigured will be me and you. 

 


