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God loves us.  
God loves you.  

God loves me. 
 
He knows everything about us yet He accepts us and loves us. 

 

Thankfully, God’s love is unconditional and He loves us not for what we do, but for 

who we are—His beloved children. 

God's love and acceptance of us knows no limits or boundaries. 

There is nothing we can do to make God love us less  

and there is nothing we can do to make God love us more. 

God loves us and has a wonderful plan for each of our lives. 

It doesn’t get any better than that! 
 

Even though we know that God wants us to love Him, obey Him and be His 
disciples, sometimes that is really hard.  

 
We may not feel good enough to deserve God’s love 
 

or we may lose our way because we make poor choices,  
 

or we may find ourselves following paths that aren’t in accordance with God’s will. 
 
We must make many choices every day of our Christian life. 

 
We continually have to decide between doing God’s will and doing our own will 

 
between doing what is right and doing what appeals to our human nature. 
But God is faithful & He will help us to make the right choices. 

 
His Spirit may nudge us in many ways: 

 
 through the words of a hymn, 

 through a book, 
 through a sermon, 
 maybe even through something someone says to us.  

 
He can and does speak to us and touch our lives in many wonderful ways  

 
but He has given us free will and the final choice is always ours!!  
 



We can choose to follow Him or not to follow Him, to obey Him or not to obey Him. 
 

 
A disciple is one who follows Jesus. 

 

In Scripture, God has shown us some of the things we can do in order to be more 

faithful disciples.   
 

One of those things is to be obedient to everything that Jesus commanded (Matt 

28:18-20).  
 
Obedience is hard – 

No matter how much we love God & 
No matter how strong our faith is. 
 

It’s the supreme test of faith in God.  
 

Making the commitment to live in harmony with God’s will each and every day of 
our lives is the biggest challenge of life. 
 

If we are willing to trust and obey God and live a holy life,  
 

God will reveal Himself to us and show us the path we should take through life. 

To live an obedient Christian life, we need Jesus Who is the perfect example of 
obedience,  

 
obeying His Father’s will even to the point of death. 

 
Following Christ means obeying Him, 

 
and only when we journey with Him and follow Him will our lives have true meaning 
and satisfaction. 

 
If whatever we do is done for Christ,  

 
we’ll be amazed at the joy and meaning we’ll find in even the most ordinary tasks. 
 

Obedience to God and living an obedient life helps us to grow closer to Christ and 
proves our love for Him. 

 
We obey His commands,  
 

not because we have to,  
 

but because we want to,  
 
because we love Him. 

 
Obedience is our gift to God.  

 



We are obedient when we love God and one another.  

 

When we love one another we are telling the world that we are God’s children,  

that we belong to God’s family.  

As the popular hymn says “They’ll know we are Christians by our love.” 

We are obedient when we look after the poor and the weak. 

Let’s consider some of the things Jesus did that we can also do: 

1. Jesus “went about doing good.”   

We can all do something good every day –  

for someone in our family,  

a friend,  

a neighbour,  

even a stranger - if we will look for those opportunities. 

 

2. Jesus “had compassion on many”. 

We, too, can show compassion.  

We can lend a helping hand to those in need.  

In fact, we are doing that at St. Andrew’s through our  

 “Pantry” ministry,  

 the “Sandwich Makers” and  

 by sponsoring a refugee family. 

 
Obedience to God’s Word is living God’s Word.  
 

It is the true test of our love for Christ and the secret to discovering God's will for 
our life. 
 

Another way that we can show we are following Jesus as His disciples is by 
continuing in His word (John 8:31-33).   

 
Learning and obeying Scripture is essential if we are to grow as disciples of Christ. 
 

As we read and study the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit reveals God’s truth to us. 

 



As you read your Bible, remember that God loves you and has a message for you. 

As followers of Christ, we acknowledge the truthfulness of the Bible by walking in 

obedience to the truth it teaches. 

A true disciple of Christ is one who continually lives according to the Words of 

Jesus. 

Reading the Bible diligently is useless though, if we don’t put what we learn into 

practice. 

Do you allow the Word of God to speak to your heart? 

Do you have a true spirit of obedience, a willingness to obey, or are you like the 

little girl who was standing up, you’ve probably heard the story. Her father said, 

“Sit down,” and she kept standing there. And he said, “I said sit down.”  And she 

kept standing there defiantly.  And he said, “Sit down or I’ll spank you.”   

And she sat down, and she looked up at her father and said, “I’m sitting down but 

I’m standing up in my heart.”  

 

A true spirit of obedience flows from a heart full of gratitude for God’s 
amazing grace in our lives, and is the true sign of our love for God.  
 

The only way we can know if we are obeying God is by knowing His Word. 

Here at St. Andrew’s we have small groups, and Bible study groups where people 

are studying God’s Word together and learning how to become better disciples. 

It’s important to know the Scriptures and study the Word within the community of 

believers as well as on our own. 

We can learn things from others that we might never learn on our own.  

Other people can help us to see things we might miss and help us to apply God’s 

truth in practical ways. 

When we discuss the Scriptures with one another, asking questions, we discover 

where God is working in the lives of our faith community and how the Holy Spirit 

reveals God to His church, not just to us individually. 

 
We are all part of God’s family. 

We are brothers and sisters in Christ. 

To be Christian is to be part of the community of believers, the body of Christ. 

We don’t live for ourselves alone, but for the Kingdom. 

http://christianity.about.com/od/mensresources/ss/motivationalwords_3.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/glossary/g/grace.htm


To keep our faith alive we need the encouragement, support, example, and 

inspiration of other Christians as we seek to do God’s will and keep Christ’s 

commandments.  

 

We can’t do this alone.  

 

We need the Holy Spirit’s help to be faithful disciples.   

Jesus told His disciples - I am with you always.   

Christ is with us by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

When we fix our eyes on Him, He will guide us, lead us and help us to love God and 

to love one another.  

We don’t trust our own strength or wisdom,  

but rather we rely on God’s strength and wisdom  

which is given to us freely through the Holy Spirit. 

The more I get to know Jesus the more I realize how much I need His Holy Spirit in 

my life. 
  
Whenever I try to do something in my own strength I get nowhere but I “can do all 

things through Christ who strengthens me.” (Phil. 4:13) 
 

As a community of believers, we can live out the Christian story for others to see. 

The name “Christian” means “followers or disciples of Christ.”  

 
We have become identified with Him. 
 

As Christians, our lives should indicate that we are followers or disciples of Christ. 
 

Be careful how you live. 

You may be the only Bible some people will ever read. 

You may be the only Jesus some people will ever see. 

The early disciples grew in faith as they prayed, studied and ministered together. 

 

As Dana mentioned in her sermon last week, as a community of faith we grow 
closer to God when we 

 worship together 
 sing together 
 pray together 

 



So, too, as a community of faith we should  
 seek the best for one another  

 encourage each other,  
 pray for one another &  

 forgive each other 

Discipleship is a way of life, choosing to follow Jesus for all of life and it touches 

every area of our lives, personally and together.  

But without these 2 things 

 obedience & 

 staying rooted in the Word  

it’s difficult to fulfill the high calling Christ calls us to.  

As we grow in our journey of faith with Jesus, may we always look for (and pray 

for) the leading of the Holy Spirit  

so that our faith would be strengthened,  

so that we would become more and more like Christ 

and so that our life together as Christ’s disciples would bear the fruits of the Holy 

Spirit which He calls His church to bear 

 love 

 joy 

 peace 

 longsuffering 

 kindness 

 goodness 

 faith 

 meekness and 

 self control 

As we give of ourselves to the world around us we will discover the true freedom 
that comes from living lives that are pleasing to God and helpful to others. 

May we faithfully follow Christ and help others to do the same until He comes 
again.  

And may you all be blessed to be a blessing to others. 
  

In closing, I have a song I’d like you to listen to, by Johnny Reid. 
Johnny was born in Lanark, Scotland and is a country music artist who has charted 
several hit singles in Canada. He moved to Canada when he was 13 and now lives 

in Nashville, Tennessee. He often has Christian messages in the songs he writes 
and even though this song isn’t specifically Christian it comes from his Christian 

roots. 
 

If we all just reached out to one person today and helped them, the world would be 

a better place. 
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