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Laying the Foundation: God 
 
Living Faith Chapter 1 
Key Texts: Isaiah 40:18-31; Ephesians 2:17-3:12 
 
Ours in an ancient faith.  It’s a faith that makes certain claims about who God is, and how 
God has been active in the creating, sustaining, and saving of all of creation.   It’s a faith 
that has been both affirmed and questioned by philosophers, theologians, and scientists, and 
has persisted through the challenges of time and culture.  It’s a faith that in its simplest and 
most honest form proclaims that Jesus is Lord – that God in Christ was reconciling the 
world to himself (2 Cor 5:19).   
 
But in each era of history, through every major scientific discovery or philosophical shift in 
worldview, this faith has needed to be freshly spoken into language and culture. 
 
The danger of time and of shifting worldviews though is that what we proclaim runs the 
very high risk of being subjected to that childhood game of “broken telephone”.  In one 
generation we proclaim the truth, it gets filtered through the next generation, then again 
through the nuances of language and changing worldviews, and pretty soon you’ve got a 
message that bears very little resemblance to the original message.  In some respects, this 
kind of transmission is inevitable.  But it can be very difficult to know what the message 
that the Church is supposed to proclaim might be.   
 
The basic question we need to ask ourselves in every age is “why does faith matter?  Why 
does it matter what I believe?”  Isn’t it enough to go along with how the shape of the world 
shapes what I believe?  Well, no it isn’t.  Because if we don’t know what we believe and 
why we believe it, we end up making concessions, and adopting positions incompatible 
with scripture.  Perhaps more destructive is that we begin to think that the scriptures aren’t 
the revelation of God, aren’t the touchstone for all of faith and life, and really aren’t all that 
relevant for today.  And as soon as we do that we lose our compass.  And that leads to 
heresy.  And history has shown us again and again that when heresy abounds, spiritual 
abuse abounds.  The residential school system was based on a heretical view of faith and 
salvation.  The abuses of the historical Roman Catholic church that led people to 
impoverish themselves so that they could buy any number of years off of their 
grandfather’s stay in purgatory were rooted in a faulty view of Christ’s atoning work on the 
cross.  Sometimes our bad theology and practice doesn’t lead to spiritual abuse but it can 
render the church impotent if what it says to the world isn’t the actual mission of God.  It 
does matter what we believe.   
 
This is why we have the scriptures and the creeds of the faith.  The 1st Christians 
proclaimed with faithfulness that Jesus was Lord.  But when those first witnesses died, 
having lived in a predominantly oral (and aural) culture, many questions arose about God, 
Jesus and the Christian life.  Several centuries of intense theological debate followed, 
which produced our most faithful creeds: the Apostles’ Creed (7th century) and the Nicene 
Creed (4th century).  Then, over the years, the telephone got fuzzy and broken again, and by 
the 16th century, a Reformation was underway to re-establish the integrity of this ancient 
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faith within the context of a new era.  Our 20th century creeds and statements of faith do the 
same.  In our own tradition, the most recent effort to faithfully define our faith according to 
the scriptures, to understand God in the context in which we live, and to discern how the 
church is being called to proclaim the gospel message is called Living Faith, which was 
developed by the Presbyterian Church in Canada in the 1980s, and accepted as one of our 
standards of faith and doctrine in 1998.  Living Faith seeks to understand how we are to 
“sing the Lord’s Song” in the post-Christian world and ensure that it is still the Lord’s song.  
And like any creed or confession worth its salt, Living Faith is deeply rooted in the 
scriptures, looking to them as God’s revelation to his people, sufficient for all of faith and 
life.   
 
Over the next weeks and months we will be taking a fresh look at Living Faith and the 
scriptures to which it points.  Our efforts will be directed at helping all of us to be newly 
inspired by the Spirit to own and enact more of the faith we proclaim.  Some of us have 
spent years with the scriptures, mulling them over, praying through them, and seeking the 
face of God in them.  Others of us come to them more recently, without a childhood (or 
adulthood) of being immersed in the beliefs and traditions of the church.  We are, all of us, 
moving further toward the fulfillment of God’s kingdom.  As we study the scriptures and 
confess together our faith, perhaps we will find ourselves on the same road on the journey, 
asking one another questions, sharing with one another our experiences, and growing 
together as God’s people here in this place and at this time. 
 
This first section of Living Faith (Chapter 1: God), summarizes the basic history of God’s 
creation and salvation and how we, Christ’s church, participate in that ongoing work.  
There are two themes I want to pull out of this section, but hopefully you will look at all of 
it more thoroughly in your small groups or bible studies. 
 
The first theme has to do with the uniqueness, 
incomparableness, immeasurableness, timeless, creativeness of 
God.  Isaiah proclaims this greatness of God when he asks the 
rhetorical question: “to whom will you compare me, who is 
like me, says the Holy One”.  “I am the one who set the stars 
in place. I plant and sow and blow away.  I am so big and so 
strong and so completely other that no image you could 
devise, no idea you could fathom, no comparison you could 
ever make would even come close to describing my 
greatness.”  As Living Faith explains, there is only one true 
God, who has created all that is, who sustains all that is, and who is the fulfillment of all 
that is.  
 
Despite the futility of ever fully comprehending the greatness of God, the human race has 
never stopped trying.  It is in our nature to try to understand the un-understandable.  There 
is a God-created drive within us to pursue God, so that we would be made whole.  Wasn’t it 
Augustine who said that we all have a God-shaped hole in our hearts – aren’t our hearts 
restless until they rest in God?  To know God is to love God.  And to love God is to 

There is one God whom to 
know is life eternal, whom 
to serve is joy and peace. 

God has created all that is. 
The whole universe testifies 
to the majesty and power of 

its Maker. 
Living Faith 1.1 
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worship and obey God.  This is the purpose for which we have been created as human 
beings in his image.   
 
I find it telling that almost all human exploration and innovation has been rooted in the 
quest for knowledge of God.  And despite the claims of Stephen Hawking and Christopher 
Hitchens, the more discoveries and inventions that are made, the more scientists and 
philosophers alike come to the conclusion that we are even smaller than we thought, and 
that the vastness and complexity of the cosmos points increasingly to an intentional God.   
 
What is so amazing, so remarkable, so awe-inducing, is not so much that such a God exists, 
but that such a God has made himself known, personally, in the flesh.  Paul tells the church 
in Ephesus that God has revealed himself and his purposes in Jesus Christ (Eph 3:5-9).  
And therefore, this God can be known.  God has revealed himself to be a God of love, of 
creativity, of healing, of peace and justice.  We might not know everything about God and 
how he works, but his essential nature has been revealed to us in Jesus Christ.  Knowing 
this God is life eternal and serving this God is joy and peace.  This fact has been attested to 
by Scripture and upheld through the ages by the apostles and the apostolic church (1 Tim 
3:16; Eph 3:5, 10-11).   

 
This brings me to the second theme I want to draw our 
attention to today.  We all have different reasons for 
being here today.  When you woke up this morning 
some of you were eager to get to worship, some of you 
anticipated learning something new, others may have 
been looking forward to connecting with friends, some 
of you are here because your sense of duty compels 
you.  Lots of different reasons.  But the fact remains 
that you are here, and something happened when we all 
came together.  The Spirit comes and creates among us 
something that we are not individually.  The Spirit 
creates his church, the body of Jesus Christ.  Living 
Faith reminds us that the Lord continues to come to us 
by the Holy Spirit, God present to the world, and Guide 

to the church, the new Israel (LF1:3).  And to this church, God has given a specific task in 
the world:  to uphold and defend the truth, to proclaim the gospel of the kingdom, to make 
disciples of all nations (Eph 3:10, Eph 2:17-20; Luke 9:1-2; Matt 28:18-20).  You see, 
being the church means doing God’s purposes for us.  It means being involved in God’s 
mission for the world.  It means actually making disciples and proclaiming the gospel and 
upholding and defending the truth in a world that is pretty keen to water it down.  
 
We may have come here with various intentions, but for God’s holy purposes, the Spirit has 
drawn us into the Father’s presence through the Living Word, Jesus Christ (LF 1.5).  And 
together we proclaim to the world that Jesus is Lord, and we acknowledge with awe the 
vastness and greatness of God, and with humility the love and faithfulness of God. 
 

The church upholds and 
defends the truth given to 

the apostles and recorded in 
the Scriptures. 

The Old and New 
Testaments witness to God’s 

mighty acts. 
They reveal the Creator’s 
holy love, and lead us to 

Jesus Christ. 
 

Living Faith 1.3 
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So, for the church, let us commit to being actively faithful as we guard, protect, and 
preserve the truth, as revealed in the scriptures and by the Holy Spirit.  Let us work together 
to figure out how to uphold the truth with integrity in the world we live in.  Let us think 
about how we preserve the legacy of faith that has been passed to us and pass it along to 
our children and grandchildren. 
 
And for each of us personally – if you are feeling that your life is a little short on joy and 
peace, or on purpose and meaning, I would invite you to pursue a deeper knowledge of 
God, and a deeper love for God.  Pray that God’s Spirit would reveal himself more fully to 
you, more clearly to you.  Ask the Spirit to speak the Word of life into your life.  Read the 
Scriptures, for in them is the face of God.  The Psalmist tells us not just to read the 
scriptures, but to mull them over, ruminate on them, chew on them like a cow chews its 
cud.  Squeeze them for the rich, full flavour of the life of God in Christ.  Seek to know the 
God we worship, the source of all life.  And with thanks, let us give glory to the Father, and 
to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, it is now, and ever shall be 
(LF 1.6).  Amen. 
 
 
 


