
 

Sermon for August 2, 2015 
 

Scriptures: 

    - Matthew 5: 1 - 12 

    - Psalm 143 

    - 1 Peter 3: 8 - 18 and 4: 1 - 2 

 

Sermon: Blessed are the persecuted! ... did I sign on for that?! 
 

Over the last 2 months Reverend Dana has been taking us through the Beatitudes, 

examining the beauty and nuance of the blessings that God promises and provides 

to those who are poor in spirit, those who mourn, those who are humble, those who 

hunger for justice, those who are merciful, those who are pure in heart, and those 

who are peacemakers. 

 

Most of us can understand on a basic level how that blessedness might work,       

because at one time or another we experience some element or degree of these 

conditions of being poor, or in mourning, or being humbled, and so on.  

 

So we can relate.      Assuming we’ve been taking in what we’ve heard over the 

last several weeks, we self-assess, and take credit for a number of those things, 

either personally, or corporately, and we feel pretty good about ourselves. 

 

We settle back in, and think, “That wasn't so hard.” Except for the thing about 

being poor it doesn't require too much of us.      And yes,     if we were listening 

last Sunday we did hear that this peacemaker approach is hard. It takes an openness 

to a different way of looking at conflict, and at one another. It takes a commitment 

to try to be a peacemaker. 

 

And then we come to this one!      Number 8! 

 

And Jesus goes there on us!     He goes directly to why he came, and to the very 

heart of what he is asking of you and me.  

 

He says you will be blessed WHEN, not IF you are persecuted, but it only counts 

if you are persecuted for righteousness sake, as required when you follow him.  

 

Make no mistake.  

 

Each and every one of us sitting here today knows who Jesus is, and was.  



 

 

Each and every one of us sitting here today knows that he has, and continues to call 

us to follow Him. 

 

Now let's be clear about this. We're not talking about 'liking' Jesus on Facebook. 

We're not talking about following him on Twitter. 

  

We're talking about FOLLOWING him,    in obedience to the Father,    in serving 

the poor, the sick, the hurting,     telling and demonstrating to people the truth of 

God's redeeming love. 

 

We're talking about FOLLOWING him in a way that will turn your life inside out, 

upside down, backwards, and counter-clockwise until you completely lose focus 

on yourself and see only God. 

 

Have you signed on for that? 

 

Let's look at this a little closer.  The definition of Persecute - to afflict or harass 

constantly so as to injure or distress; to  oppress cruelly, especially for reasons of 

religion, politics, or race (per Webster's New World Dictionary - Third College 

Edition 1988) and as per plenty of evidence in the Scriptures, and the news every 

day, even unto death! 

 

Given the definition of persecution, is this something anyone would willingly 

subject themselves to? 

 

Given the history of persecution of the Old Testament prophets throughout the 

history chronicled in the Word of God why would anyone want to continue in that 

tradition of seeking and responding to God with obedience? 

 

Given the definition of persecution, do I dare to embrace the call to discipleship, to 

truly follow Jesus? 

 

Given the continuing history of persecution of Christians throughout our world 

even now, are we prepared to restate with conviction that "I have decided to follow 

Jesus"? Because if we have, then the next line is "no turning back, no turning 

back!" We will get the opportunity to look at Hymn 570 in a few minutes. 

 

So what do we do with Beatitude #8? 

 



 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you and 

utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for 

your reward is great in heaven, for so men persecuted the prophets who were 

before you.” 

 

In this one Jesus homes in on the "blessed are those" in verse 10 when he continues 

with "blessed are you" in verse 11. He then makes it even more real by saying 

"when..." and not if.  

 

He's guaranteeing that when you stand and follow Jesus you will be persecuted.  

 

He reminds the people of the history they have grown up with of the prophets, and 

the persecution they suffered as servants of God.  

 

And the following years would demonstrate through the deaths of Stephen, and 

James, and Peter and Paul just what the price could be to follow Jesus. 

 

Indeed, Christ himself, the innocent, the pure, the Son of God himself, paid that 

price with his life. 

 

He paid that price as a sacrifice for us that we might experience the grace of God. 

 

Let's talk about this grace. 

  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer in his book "The Cost of Discipleship" is writing about the 

Sermon on the Mount and the "blessed"ness of the Beatitudes when he writes, 

"Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without 

Jesus Christ, living and incarnate. Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the field; 

for the sake of it (the treasure) a man will gladly go and sell all that he has.  It is 

the pearl of great price, it is the rule of Christ, for whose sake a man will pluck out 

the eye which causes him to stumble, it is the call of Jesus at which the disciple 

leaves his nets and follows him. Costly grace is the gospel which must be sought 

again and again. Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it is grace 

because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It is costly because it costs a man his life, 

and it is grace because it gives a man the only true life. Above all, it is costly 

because it cost God the life of his Son." 

 

In light of the cost of this grace why should we expect that following him should 

be easy, comfortable, pain free? 



 

 

Obviously persecution of Christ followers is nothing new.  

 

In fact, across the globe, more Christians have been killed for their faith in the last 

115 years than all other ages in total!  

 

The trouble is we're pretty well insulated from all of this here in Owen Sound! 

Now if we're going to be persecuted for following somebody it better be someone 

worth following!  

 

What kind of man would that be?  

 

In keeping with the recent VBS theme, we need a hero. Our responsive reading 

Psalm 143 is David's cry in response to being persecuted by King Saul. You can 

read 1 Samuel Chapter 19 through 31 to find out what that was like for David. 

David was a remarkable and heroic young man, and a beloved king, but he was 

also deeply flawed. He had many followers but ultimately he failed them by being 

human. 

 

So we need to follow not just a hero, but a super hero.  

 

In Mark 4: 35 - 41 we read about a group of ordinary men following Jesus, 

learning from him, basking in the attention flowing from his appeal, his popularity, 

but...at times being challenged by him! In this story they are at risk of perishing in 

the storm, and they are terrified! But this man they are following, to their 

amazement, controls even the laws of nature! Is your faith strong enough to believe 

that? Is he a man worth following? 

 

How about the man we find in Luke 23: 39 - 43? This revolutionary who 

challenged all of the religious and political authorities, yet behaved as a servant. 

This teacher who turned everyone's thinking upside down, yet spoke the most 

eloquently simple truth. This leader who promised his followers glory in heaven 

with a guarantee of persecution even unto death. This innocent Son of God who 

being scorned by one thief on the cross beside him, offers mercy and redemption to 

the other thief who acknowledges the innocence of the sacrificial lamb. 

 

Yes this is a man to follow! 

 

Now let's look at the other part of this Beatitude where Jesus says, "Rejoice and be 

glad, for your reward is great in heaven."  



 

 

This is the promise of hope, the opportunity to become people of hope, which is 

especially critical when we contemplate the price of following, the sheer numbers 

of those who have suffered unto death for their Jesus.  

 

It's the kind of hope that drove Martin Luther King Jr. Here's his thoughts on the 

higher value of the truth that gave him hope: 

 

"I can't promise you that it won't get you beaten. I can't promise you that it won't 

get your home bombed. I can't promise you won't get scarred up a bit -- but we 

must stand up for what  is right. If you haven't discovered anything that is worth 

dying for, you haven't found anything worth living for."  

 

Seems fitting that while we think about this hope, and the struggles and 

persecution endured by black people through many generations, that descendants 

of some of those slaves are currently here in Owen Sound celebrating 

Emancipation Day, and still hoping for the day when all men and women are 

created equal. 

 

The earthly results of following Jesus, relying on God’s grace, hoping in the truth 

of his word can be brutal, grim, deadly, but “Remember that your reward is great 

in heaven!” 

 

Another element of that hope is that it is not due to immediate and visible results.  

 

That's why Mother Theresa had written on the wall of the children's home in 

Calcutta these words: 

 

"People are unreasonable, illogical, and self-centred - love them anyway. 

If you do good, people will accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives. Do good 

anyway. 

If you are successful, you win false friends and true enemies. Succeed anyway. 

The good you do will be forgotten tomorrow. Do good anyway. 

Honesty and frankness make you vulnerable. Be honest and frank anyway. 

What you spent years building may be destroyed overnight. Build anyway. 

People really need help but may attack you if you help them. Help people anyway. 

Give the world the best you have and you'll get kicked in the teeth. Give the world 

the best you've got anyway." 

 

"Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven.” 



 

 

Peter confirmed that persecution was part of the deal, to be accepted in the same 

manner that Christ did, in obedience, in sacrifice, in love for the Father. To be 

accepted in the same spirit of humility, and hope.  

 

This takes courage to follow, and to endure. Peter tells us why. "For if you have 

suffered physically for Christ, you have finished with sin. You won't spend the rest 

of your lives chasing your own desires, but you will be anxious to do the will of 

God." 

 

In other words through our suffering for Christ we put sin behind us. Our focus 

shifts to Christ, and through him to God. And therein lies our reward. 

 

Can we do this on our own strength? By no means! But it can be done!  

 

A few weeks ago Rev. Dana spoke of Sanctification, telling us that this process is 

made up of 99.9% the working of the Spirit, and 0.1% our own response.  

 

Can you pray for the Spirit of God to work in you so that you can offer your 0.1%? 

 

Christ, the Son of God, died for our sins. 

 

He calls us to follow him. 

 

He promised us that it would cost us. 

 

He guaranteed that it would be worth it. 

 

He offered the Holy Spirit to help us every step, every day. 

 

How do you respond? 

 

Amen! So let it be! 

 


