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The Church as the Agent of World Peace 
 
Sometimes when I think about ‘world peace’ my mind travels to all those movies that 
feature Miss America pageants.  Inevitably the judges ask the scantily clad contestants 
what their biggest hopes for the world are, and inevitably all of the contestants answer 
“world peace”.  Breaking the mold was Gracie Hart, Miss New Jersey, who was really an 
undercover FBI agent posing as a pageant contestant in the movie Miss Congeniality.  All 
of the contestants before her answered as they were expected to, but when it came to 
Miss New Jersey’s turn, Gracie responds not with “world peace”, but with “harsher 
penalties for parole violators”.   
 
Now, it’s a silly movie and I don’t recommend it.  And I think that there may be other 
options for parole violators rather than harsher punishments.  Even so, I think Gracie Hart 
was on to something.  She was the only one in the pageant who bothered to think of a 
specific, concrete (though inadequate) example of what could actually make our 
communities (and therefore our world) better places.   
 
It seems like most of the time ‘world peace’ is too big of an idea to pin down.  For North 
Americans world peace is a pretty abstract idea having something to do with freedom and 
justice for all.  The idea of world peace (or our realization that we don’t have it) only 
really gets flesh and bones on it when a sadistically minded tyrant tries to annihilate his 
own people, when a revenge hungry leader points his big guns in our direction, or when a 
little boy washes up on a beach in Turkey.     
 
What does peace mean in these contexts?  Does peace result from getting rid of those 
who are bent on destruction?  Is peace found in the decommissioning of nuclear weapons, 
and the prohibition of weapons of mass destruction, or weapons of any kind?  Is peace a 
world where little boys get to play instead of suffer incomprehensibly?   
 
Absolutely, without a doubt, emphatically yes.  But it’s so much more.  The peace that 
God has set out as our inheritance as his children, is much bigger (and better) than we can 
imagine.  The bible talks about peace for all of creation in terms of “shalom”: wholeness 
in circumstance and in being, justice, completeness, health, prosperity for the entire 
cosmos.  That’s the life we have been made for in the first place.  God’s peace has to do 
with the fullness of the reign of God throughout creation, not just the absence of war and 
conflict or a fair economic system.  We were made for the glory of God, and for 
participation in the covenantal relationship of love and self-giving that is shared between 
the Father and the Son, in the power of the Holy Spirit.  And only when we think of 
peace in those terms, in terms of love poured out, will peace in the world and in our lives 
get its own flesh and bones. 
 
Now, it would be easy to resign ourselves to the fact that when it comes to peace, we just 
have to sit back and wait for Jesus to return, bringing in the fullness of his kingdom reign, 
effecting justice for all, and establishing his rule throughout creation.  While it is true that 
final, complete shalom won’t become a reality until Christ returns, it is not true that there 
is nothing we can do about it in the meantime.  In fact, those who are trying to follow in 
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the way of Jesus are compelled, commanded, and equipped to work toward peace in 
everything we do. 
 
So, what does working toward God’s kingdom peace really look like in a world that 
seems to be filled with strife, conflict, and pain of all kinds?   How do we get from war to 
peace, from conflict to reconciliation, or from oppression to freedom in Christ. How do 
we get to those things out there in the big wide world, as well as in here in our own lives. 
Well, we get there through the transforming work of the Spirit.   
 
Paul, in his letter to the Romans explains what the transforming power of the Holy Spirit 
does.  He commends the church to be transformed by the renewing of their minds (Rom 
12:2).  To be renewed in their minds (actually, their entire lives) meant that they needed 
to let go of their old ways of thinking, their old ways of doing, ways that worked in the 
old order of the world, but that don’t work anymore in Christ’s new order of the world.  
Renewed minds means kingdom minds – minds that are directed not to self-interest (what 
Paul calls the ‘flesh’), but to freedom, justice and obedience to Christ.  Minds that are 
directed to love poured out. 
 
The church in Rome was having a really hard time figuring out how to live this new life 
that God had given them in Christ.  They confessed that Jesus was Lord, but they acted as 
though the powers and principalities of the world still ruled.  Paul reminds the church that 
since they had been reconciled to God in Jesus Christ, they needed to set their minds on 
the things of God.  You are not in the flesh, he says.  You are in the Spirit, since the Spirit 
of God dwells in you (8:9).  And setting the mind on the Spirit is life and peace (8:6).  
Shalom is found as the Spirit of Christ dwells within us.  
 
The church in Colossae also struggled with what it meant to the be body of Christ, 
animated by the Spirit which had been given to them, in the midst of the world they 
found themselves in.  Paul tells the church there the same thing – you have been 
reconciled to God in Jesus Christ because of his work on the cross (Col 1:15-23).  
Basically he says – Jesus Christ is your king and head, he has removed the hostility that 
stood between the creation and God, and the hostility that exists within the creation.  
Therefore be what he has transformed you to be – the body of Christ in the world, 
continuing and fulfilling the mission of God until Christ returns again in glory.   
 
The implications of this reality are enormous!  You should know that Paul’s teaching and 
encouragement is almost always directed to the church, not to individuals.  We make a 
mistake if we think that God has given us the gift of himself for our own benefit, or if we 
think that we have inner peace with God so we know we will go to heaven when we die.  
The implications of Christ’s reconciling, peace-making work are far, far greater for us, 
his body.  
 
For some reason, God’s preferred mode of working in the world to bring about his 
kingdom rule, to bring about true shalom for each and every one, and for the creation 
itself, is to work through the body of Christ – the church – empowered and equipped by 
the transforming work of the Holy Spirit.  For whatever reason, God has chosen the 
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church as his agent of kingdom peace-making.  If we lament the state of the world and 
throw our hands up in frustration because God doesn’t seem to be doing anything about 
it, perhaps we should look at the body he has given us (Christ’s body), and the power he 
has given that body (the power of the Spirit), and reconsider our responsibility and our 
calling to participate in God’s rescue mission in the world.  I’m not saying that God 
doesn’t intercede in dramatic ways, or that God won’t by some extraordinary act of 
power put a stop to the evil in the world.  God has interceded in profound ways 
throughout history.  And he has promised to return and bring about the completion of that 
work.  But I think we also need to take seriously the fact that God has poured out his 
power (his love) in more “ordinary” ways by the giving of his Spirit to the church. 
 
Which means that every time the church fulfills its purpose to be God’s kingdom-minded 
agents in the world, by the power of the Spirit, there the peace-making, justice-doing 
power of God is present and active.   
 
The Spirit of God is alive and well in the world through the work of Christ’s church.  
Wherever God’s people are doing the work of justice, emancipation, healing, and 
compassion – there the Spirit is transforming strife into peace.  Wherever God’s people 
are working to restore the creation, there the Spirit is transforming strife into peace.  
Wherever God’s people are present, physically and spiritually present, in the midst of war 
and conflict –there is an outpost of peace.  Wherever God’s people are loving our 
neighbours (and our enemies) instead of judging them, there the Spirit is transforming 
strife into peace.  
 
The prophet Ezekiel spoke of a day when God would make a covenant of peace with his 
people, an everlasting covenant full of blessing.  A day when God would make his 
sanctuary among his people – his dwelling place with them (Ezek 37:26-28).  That day 
came in Jesus Christ.  And that day is still here in the church over which he is King and 
Lord.  And that day is coming when Christ returns again in glory.  Let us never think that 
because world peace seems like too big an idea, too much work, or an impossible 
achievement this side of the Second Coming, that there isn’t anything for us to do about 
it.  Be transformed by the renewing of your minds, your perspective, your understanding 
of your calling to be Christ’s body, be the church, and set your minds on the things of 
God – the flesh and bones love poured out, peace-making, justice-doing, kingdom-
bringing work of God in the world. 


