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What Time is it?  1 Corinthians 7:27-31 
 
We live in a world that has a bizarre preoccupation with time.  There are clocks in almost every 
public space.  The vast majority of folks wear a watch or other time-keeping device.  One of the 
most repeated phrases out of a child’s mouth is, “is it time yet?”  We spend time at work, spend 
time with families, spend time relaxing, spend time reading, spend time daydreaming.  Even here on 
Sunday morning, we are preoccupied with time - is it time for lunch yet? 
 
At our home in the mornings we are very cognizant of what time it is.  From the time the kids get 
up to the time we have to be out of the door in order to be on time for school, there are a number of 
things that need to be done in a timely manner, or we will be late.  Get dressed, brush teeth, have 
breakfast, make lunches, get on boots and snow pants and coats, hats, and mitts.  No time for 
dawdling (which we call wasting time)! We hurry up and rush through things as if time were 
limited and if we aren’t careful we’re going to run out of it.   
 
Spending time, keeping time, wasting time.  There are so many ways that time is experienced in our 
daily lives.  Certain times of the day help us order our daily routines:  lunch time, happy hour, 
prime time.  Every moment of our existence is framed within the context of time: seconds, minutes, 
hours, days, weeks, years, decades. 
 
But there is another kind of time that is a crucial part of our lives.  It’s the kind of time that is 
“significant”, “appropriate”, “meaningful.”  This is the kind of time that lets us know when a baby 
is ready to be born.  Yes, there is chronological time involved – roughly 40 weeks (6, 720 hours or 
9,676,800 minutes).  The kind of time that tells us that the baby is ready to be born isn’t measured 
in weeks and months.  When we say a woman’s ‘time has come’ we mean that everything that 
needed to happen for the baby to grow in his mother’s womb is finished:  lungs are ready to breath, 
toes and fingers are ready to start touching the outside world, eyes are ready to see, life outside the 
womb is ready to begin.  New life is ready to begin in a new way. 
 
Time.  Chronological time and “Significant” time. The passage that we read from 1 Corinthians 
addresses both kinds of time: “what time is it?” and “what kind of time is it?” 
 
In Mark’s gospel, Jesus says, “the time is fulfilled”.  Twice in our reading from 1 Corinthians, Paul 
says that “the appointed time has grown short”, and “the present form of this world is passing 
away”.  In all of these cases, the word for time that is used isn’t chronos – chronological time, but 
kairos – significant time, meaningful time, appointed and appropriate time.  
 
Jesus inaugurated a new kind of time – Kingdom Time.  The old order of things was passing away – 
the old order of oppression, fear, anxiety, sorrow, pain, war, etc.  And a new order was being 
brought into being – the New Creation reign of peace, healing, wholeness, and freedom for all.   All 
things really were being made new.  The marginalized were finding themselves given a new 
identity as people who counted, as they found themselves welcomed as whole members of the new 
Christian communities that were forming.  The sick and lame were given new lives through 
physical healing.  The old order of religious institution was being replaced by communities of faith 
that were freely experiencing the movement of the Holy Spirit, creating new and renewed life 
everywhere.   In Jesus, new life was beginning in a new kind of way. 
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The same thing was happening in Paul’s day.  Communities of healing and belonging were popping 
up all over the place.  People lived their lives differently because they knew they were living in a 
different kind of time.  They knew that they were being called to live like the new creation people 
they were becoming.  They knew they were being called to live as God’s kingdom people. 
 
But the Christians in Paul’s day also believed that the chronological end of all time was fast 
approaching – the eschatological age.  The fulfillment of the prophetic promises had happened, 
Jesus had arrived, and had overcome the final barrier to fellowship with God (death), and had 
brought all of humanity back into fellowship with God.  All of the things that needed to happen in 
order to inaugurate the kingdom reign of God, the start of the New Creation, had happened in Jesus 
Christ.  The purposes of time had been fulfilled, and now it was time for new kind of kingdom time.  
In a very real way, Paul and his contemporaries believed that the return of Jesus really was just 
hours or days away.  Chronologically speaking, they believed that time – and all that was bound up 
in it, including the earth and people and animals – would come to an end at any moment.  The final 
judgment was about to take place.  The end of the world was on their doorstep.   
 
It is because of this expectation that Paul gives the advice that he does to the church (1 Cor 7). Paul 
believed that it would be better for folks to focus on the imminent return of Jesus than to get caught 
up in the affairs of the world.  Things like getting married, (or not) really weren’t priorities, given 
the importance of what was about to happen.  It is critical to understand this when reading through 
Paul’s comments to the church in Corinth.  To us, Paul’s advice to married folks and single folks 
(and also to slaves) might seem a little odd.  But the root of Paul’s advice is to encourage the 
believers to be Christ’s disciples, his missionaries, in whatever place they happen to find 
themselves, in whatever stage of life they are in.  Be his disciples in your married lives, be his 
disciples in your single lives, be his disciples as parents, as servants, as business people.  Wherever 
you are, be his disciples and live the life to which he has called you – a life of embodying His life 
into the world. 
 
Paul may have been wrong about the timing of Jesus’ return, but he wasn’t wrong about how we are 
supposed to live in light of what God has done in Jesus Christ in reconciling the world to himself 
and in creating a new kind of free, peaceful, hopeful, and gracious life for all.  The end of the age 
might be taking a little longer to arrive in its fullness, but make no mistake – it is here just as surely 
as it was in Jesus’ and Paul’s day.  We are living in the time called “the end of the age” – the 
eschatological time. This is the time that is moving toward the completion of all things. This is the 
time that is oriented toward the fullness of God’s kingdom. We aren’t living in stagnant time, just 
sitting on our respective duffs awaiting something to happen (or expecting nothing to happen). We 
are living in the time when God’s kingdom has begun, and is being worked out in the world, and is 
moving toward its final purpose – the re-creation and reconciliation of all things to God in Jesus 
Christ.  And the way we live in this time matters. 
 
But, this is a difficult time to live in.  It’s a time full of contradictions and paradoxes.  We live in the 
presence of the Kingdom of God, but there is so much of the world that still awaits the completion 
and fullness of the kingdom of God. And given the fact that Jesus hasn’t returned yet, over 2000 
years later, many of us have learned to live as if he isn’t going to return to finish his work, and we 
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have given up our hopeful expectation of his work among and within us here and now, working out 
his kingdom by the power of his Spirit.   
 
Yet, the world is bursting with the kingdom of God at every turn.  Elizabeth Barrett Browning said, 
“Earth’s crammed with heaven/And every common bush afire with God, but only he who sees takes 
off his shoes;/the rest sit around and pick blackberries.”   
 
What Jesus and Paul and Christians have been professing for centuries is that God is making all 
things new in Jesus Christ, and the appointed time for God’s reign is at hand.  Every bush is afire 
with God.  We can pretend that it’s not, and that time is just ticking along as if nothing in history 
has ever happened to change the kind of world we are living in.  We could sit around and pick 
blackberries.  But Paul wasn’t wrong about the urgency of the gospel call:  the call that Jesus makes 
to his disciples – the call to take off your shoes, follow him wherever he is going, because he is 
changing the world and he wants us to be in on it. This is the call that Jesus extends to each one of 
us to start living in a new kind of time – a new kind of new creation time – a time where Holy Spirit 
things happen:  things like healing, reconciliation, forgiveness, peace-making, community building, 
the marginalized being accepted and finding places of belonging, the poor and hungry being fed, the 
naked and confused finding themselves clothed, seated, and in their right minds.  This is the kind of 
time that Jesus calls us to live in.  
 
Earth is crammed with heaven because Jesus has opened wide the present kingdom of God.  And 
this is a moment of decision.  Just like Paul urged his friends to make some choices about their 
priorities, about what they were going to focus on given the presence of God’s kingdom in Jesus 
Christ, and about how they were going to proclaim the Good News of God’s in-breaking kingdom, 
so we too find ourselves confronted by moment of decision.  Are we going to sit around and pick 
blackberries, allowing the agenda of this futile world to hold us captive?  Or are we going to see 
and live?  
 
Paul’s words to the church in Corinth to live “as if” they were living in a different kind of time still 
hold true.  They are words that call us to live like Jesus’ life and ongoing kingdom work mean 
something.    So, how do we live like His life means something, means everything? Well, we will 
live as though time really is short, but that the fullness of time is here. We set our priorities to being 
Christ’s kingdom people wherever we happen to be.  If we are parents or grandparents, we teach 
our children and grandchildren the faith with conviction and without apology.  If we are business 
people, we run our businesses as vehicles through which the justice and equity of God’s kingdom 
can work.  If we are students, we share the love of God with our peers (whether we like them or 
not), creating communities of belonging for everyone.   We share our faith with our coworkers.  
Wherever we are, we will behave as though we are living in the fullness of God’s kingdom, because 
we are.  This is what it means to live in God’s appointed time – a time where new life is being lived 
in a new kind of way.  What time is it by your clock? 


