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Yeah, Right!  John 20:19-31 
 
We have come to the week after Easter.  This is the week, year after year, that we meet 
Thomas:  Thomas, whose name has become a designation of weak faith for doubters 
everywhere.  But I don’t think Thomas was the doubter that some think he was.  I think 
Thomas was a realist:  he looked at the facts of reality, made a reasonable assessment and 
then decided to get on with it.  
 
Here is a guy who had just watched his friend die – actually stop breathing and die and all 
of his hopes and dreams had been buried along with Jesus in the tomb.  Thomas was the 
kind of guy who pulled up his bootstraps and got on with it.  My friend is dead, there’s 
nothing I can do about that, might as well get on with living.  The thought of Jesus coming 
back from the dead was an impossibility that simply couldn’t have occurred to any of the 
disciples.  And so when Thomas heard that some people had seen Jesus, the same Jesus he 
had just watched die, his response makes perfect sense: ‘yeah, right’.   
 
Put into the same situation, most of us would probably respond to the disciples’ news with 
the same dismissive comment.  Let’s say that a couple of days after you have watched 
your friend buried in the ground, someone comes up to you and says they have seen your 
dear loved one walking around town. Really?  Yeah right.  Not going to happen.  This is 
beyond the realm of what is possible in the world we live in.  No one in their right mind 
would believe the reports, regardless of how much we trusted the person giving it to us. 
 
This brings us to the nature of faith.  In our post-Enlightenment world we tend to make a 
false distinction between what we can know through concrete physical evidence and what 
we choose to believe in given the absence of concrete physical evidence. We all know 
about gravity because we have all experienced it in distinct physical ways – nobody falls 
up the stairs, and it hurts when you fall down.  Some of us believe that God raised Jesus 
from the dead, but we can’t prove it using the same scientific criteria we use to explain 
gravity. 
 
While this approach to distinguishing between what we can know and what we choose to 
believe meets the conditions of the post-Enlightenment world, applying it to the faith of 
bible will result in a fundamental misunderstanding as to what the bible really means by 
believing, having faith or being faithful. 
 
Essentially, faith and faithfulness are relational.  The reason we don’t think of faith in 
terms of logical conclusions drawn from observable premises (like we would think about 
gravity) isn’t because there aren’t any logical conclusions to be drawn from such 
premises, but because that approach is anti-relational.  That approach simply cannot 
account for the fundamental nature of faith – which isn’t defined as believing in something 
in the absence of proof, but a participation in the faithfulness of Jesus. 
 
Biblical faith and faithfulness refer to the faith and faithfulness of Jesus Christ, which was 
demonstrated by his sacrificial obedience on the cross.  The cross is the manifestation of 
God’s faithfulness to his people and his covenant promises.  Jesus responded with 
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complete trust and obedience to the will of His Father, which was evidenced by self-
sacrifice on the cross for the sake of humanity, in order to restore God’s people to right 
covenantal relationship with himself.  Jesus’ trust and faithfulness to God’s will enables 
our faith – his work on the cross makes our sacrificial obedience to God possible.  Because 
Jesus has removed the barriers of sin and death, we can now share in Jesus’ faith by also 
trusting in God’s promises and his saving work, and demonstrating that trust by faithful 
obedience to God and self-sacrifice for others.  Having faith (trusting in the saving work 
of God in Jesus Christ) and being faithful (participation in Christ’s faithful sacrifice 
through obedience) go hand in hand.   
 
Here is where it gets really amazing.  The faithfulness of Jesus on the cross, his trusting 
and obedient self-sacrifice in order to destroy the power and sin and death, changed the 
nature of reality.  What people could actually experience of reality after the cross was 
tranformationally different than what they could experience of reality before the cross.  
The pre-cross reality was a reality in which sin still kept people from loving God and each 
other and from responding to God’s love with faithful obedience.  The pre-cross reality 
was a reality in which dead people stayed dead.   
 
But the post-cross reality turned the pre-cross reality upside down.  Now, the power of sin 
has been defeated and the relationship between God and his people is forever restored.  
Now there is new life in resurrection.     
 
Let’s get back to Thomas.  Thomas’ problem wasn’t so much that his faith was weak.  
Thomas’ problem was that he didn’t yet see the shift in reality that had occurred.  
According to the old order of things, Thomas’ response to the sightings of the resurrected 
Jesus made perfect sense. Thomas was a realist.  “Given the facts of reality as I know it, 
Jesus simply cannot be alive”.  The word that we often translate “doubt” for Thomas’ 
reaction to the disciples’ news doesn’t really carry the sense of skepticism that it does 
according to our modern definitions.  It’s simply the world for unbelieving.  He didn’t 
doubt, he wasn’t unsure.  He just said “no”, it’s not true.  In a world where sin and death 
are real powers, of course the dead stay dead.    
 
But when Jesus’ appeared to Thomas, he demonstrated to him that a shift had taken place 
in the fundamental nature of things.   
 
Part of the problem in our world today is that we still live as those that old pre-cross 
reality were the real one.  Even most folks who “have faith” don’t believe that God has 
broken into our world in a tangible, concrete way and is changing the nature of reality so 
that creation will be made new.  At least, many of us certainly don’t live like we believe 
that.  We don’t share in Christ’s trust of his Father and his faithful obedience to Him. We 
don’t live like we trust God to turn the world upside down. We don’t live like he already is 
turning the world upside down.  We don’t live the self-sacrificing obedient lives that Jesus 
did.   
 
I don’t think unbelief, secret or otherwise, is a sign of a weak faith.  I think unbelief is the 
result of us trying to understand our a post-cross reality with pre-cross eyes.   
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The problem isn’t belief or doubt or unbelief.  The problem is our perception of reality, 
our perception of what is possible.   
 
What really changed when Thomas met the risen Lord, and examined his hands and his 
side?  Did his unbelief turn into belief?  Yes. But I think something much greater 
happened.  Jesus’ invitation to faith isn’t just to believe in certain statements about God. It 
is more profoundly an invitation that changes perception of reality, it changes the 
parameters of what is possible in the world, and of what we think God can do.  Maybe 
Thomas’ version of reality was too small and his vision of the possible too limited.  When 
Jesus finally appeared to Thomas, he didn’t ask that Thomas to surrender his sense of 
realism or of rational logical thought. Instead he invited Thomas into a new reality, a 
bigger reality.  The world that Thomas thought he lived in, where the dead stayed dead 
and where, when rotten things happen, you pull up your boots and get on with it, that 
world had just been turned upside down and Jesus offered a new way of seeing.  Jesus 
invited Thomas into a life of trust and faithful obedience.  He invited Thomas to see that 
God had broken into space and time, had overcome the powers of sin and death, and was 
now re-creating the world according to a new set of rules.  He invited Thomas to join him 
in that work. 
 
Over the years I have had a few opportunities to talk with my brother (who is probably an 
agnostic) about faith.  In his mind, faith is for the irrational and weak minded.  He wants 
proof that God is alive and well and doing something good with the world.  He wants to 
see Jesus.  “Unless I see the marks in his hands and the wound in his side, I won’t 
believe.”  I can offer all kinds of things that, for me, are clear and certain evidence of 
God’s life and work in the world.  I can talk about miracles and reconciliation and love 
and even my own encounters with Jesus.  My brother and I can talk all we want, he from 
his perception of reality and me from mine, and we would never come to a common 
understanding of who God is what he is doing in the world.  And I could get frustrated 
with him for not “getting it”, and he could get frustrated with me and my inability to see 
reason.  Perhaps you have had similar conversations with friends or family.   
 
Jesus’ invitation to faith is an invitation to have our perception of reality changed such that 
the kind of evidence that you wouldn’t have accepted as true in the old reality, you now do 
in the new one.   So, for all of those Thomas’ out there – my brother and all those who 
don’t yet believe, my prayer is that Jesus would show up and show them His hands and 
feet and side, so that the perception of what is possible in the world, and what is possible 
with God would be transformed.  And when that happens, trust in God and faithful 
obedience is possible. 
 
And for myself and my brothers and sisters in Christ, my prayer is that once we have met 
and been transformed by the risen Lord, we too would kneel before him and confess, “my 
Lord and my God’.  And then, by the power of his Spirit, we would live out a life that 
shares in Christ’s trust and faithful obedience by surrendering ourselves completely to the 
of God, who is at work within us to will and to work for his good pleasure (Phil 2:13). 


